NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible
and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same
essence as the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was
made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The
third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the Father and
the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to
come. Amen.

<This Week>
1/1 ServiceI  9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Service IT 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Church)

(1/6 PAWS is canceled!)

<Coming Week>
1/8 ServiceI  9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Service IT 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Church)

1/13 PAWS 20:00-21:00
<Next Communion> 1/15 10:30

<Meetings>

Mini-Church Mini-Church is a small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere that we
value as the most important meeting. For more info and schedule, please talk
to the leaders.

Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.

We believe that offering is a part of worship and it's a responsibility of each believer (Malachi
3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don't pass
around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not able to give for some
reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do
it spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.
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A big family and their living room

Church is not a building or meetings. We believe that church is a big
family and its chapel is its living room. Our living room should be safe,
cozy and open for both visitors and family members. Don’t worry even if
you cannot show up so often for your personal commitments. You are still
a member of the family! Also, if you prefer hiding in an attic to socializing
in a living room, just like a normal teenager, no problem at all. All we
want is just a connection with each other as a big family of Jesus.
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Message Notes for 1/1/2017

The Promise of God (isaiah 55:8-13)  Mari Ikeda

1. God’s thoughts that we cannot measure (8-9)

a. His good plan that we cannot see

b. His salvation is wider than our imagination

2.”God’s word” that will never be undone (10-11)

3. The promise of joy and peace (12-13)

Summary

We are not able to understand everything that God does. Things that seem bad to us
will be certainly changed into good in God’s plan. God may have something even
better for the things that we think good already. Let’s not lose our hope by
assuming the result within what we can see, or compromise only to our
expectation. Rather, let’s have a high hope in God. God promises joy and peace for
the life we walk with Jesus.

For Discussion

1) Do you think, or have you thought, God’s thoughts are different from your
thoughts?
2) Do you believe that God does good to you?

8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord.
9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
10 As the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
and do not return to it
without watering the earth
and making it bud and flourish,
so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,
11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth:
It will not return to me empty,
but will accomplish what I desire
and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.
12 You will go out in joy
and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and hills will burst into song before you,
and all the trees of the field will clap their hands.
13 Instead of the thornbush will grow the juniper,
and instead of briers the myrtle will grow.
This will be for the Lord’s renown, for an everlasting sign,
that will endure forever.”
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