NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible
and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same
essence as the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was
made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The
third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the Father and
the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to
come. Amen.

<This Week>

2/26 Service I 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Service IT 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid's Mini Church)
Communion 13:30 Members’ Huddle 13:45-14:30

3/3 PAWS 20:00-21:00

<Coming Week>

3/5 ServiceI  9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Service IT 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
Potluck Lunch (after Service II)

3/10 PAWS 20:00-21:00
<Next Communion> 3/12 10:30

<Meetings>

Mini-Church Mini-Church is a small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere that we
value as the most important meeting. For more info and schedule, please talk
to the leaders.

Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.

We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each believer (Malachi
3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don't pass
around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not able to give for some
reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do
it spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.
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Jesus and Barabbas before the Judgment Seat of Pilate
Engraving by Bernhard Rode [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons, 1789.
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February 26, 2017 Message Note
We Are One Of T hem (Luke 22:63-23:25)  Mari Ikeda

1. Not recognizing God as God (Religious leaders)
a) Believing we are on God’s side (22:66-71)

b) Insisting God is guilty (23:1-5)

2. “Show your power, if you are God” (Guards & Herod) (22:63-65, 23:6-12)

3. Killing God as a result (23:13-25)
a) Driven by hatred (Crowd)

b) To save our own life (Pilate & disciples)

Summary

We came to understand through Jesus’ Cross that we were sinners but were forgiven.
However, we still have the sinful nature within us. It is the same sinful nature that we share
with those who took part in crucifying and killing Jesus. It is the sin of not recognizing God
as God, making oneself God instead, hurting others, causing God to suffer, and killing God.
We will never be able to be happy if we keep following this sinful nature.

For Discussion
1) How do you perceive and describe your sin?
2) How can we resist to this sinful nature in us?

22:63 The men who were guarding Jesus began mocking and beating him. 64 They
blindfolded him and demanded, “Prophesy! Who hit you?” 65 And they said many other
insulting things to him.

66 At daybreak the council of the elders of the people, both the chief priests and the teachers
of the law, met together, and Jesus was led before them. 67 “If you are the Messiah,” they
said, “tell us.” Jesus answered, “If I tell you, you will not believe me, 68 and if I asked you,
you would not answer. 69 But from now on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand
of the mighty God.” 70 They all asked, “Are you then the Son of God?” He replied, “You
say that [ am.” 71 Then they said, “Why do we need any more testimony? We have heard it
from his own lips.

23:1 Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. 2 And they began to accuse
him, saying, “We have found this man subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes
to Caesar and claims to be Messiah, a king.” 3 So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of
the Jews?” “You have said so,” Jesus replied. 4 Then Pilate announced to the chief priests
and the crowd, “I find no basis for a charge against this man.” 5 But they insisted, “He stirs
up the people all over Judea by his teaching. He started in Galilee and has come all the way
here.”

6 On hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. 7 When he learned that Jesus was
under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time. 8
When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been wanting
to see him. From what he had heard about him, he hoped to see him perform a sign of some
sort. 9 He plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer. 10 The chief priests
and the teachers of the law were standing there, vehemently accusing him. 11 Then Herod
and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked him. Dressing him in an elegant robe, they sent him
back to Pilate. 12 That day Herod and Pilate became friends—before this they had been
enemies.

13 Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, 14 and said to them,
“You brought me this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. I have examined
him in your presence and have found no basis for your charges against him. 15 Neither has
Herod, for he sent him back to us; as you can see, he has done nothing to deserve death. 16
Therefore, I will punish him and then release him.” [17] 18 But the whole crowd shouted,
“Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us!” 19 (Barabbas had been thrown into prison
for an insurrection in the city, and for murder.) 20 Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed
to them again. 21 But they kept shouting, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 22 For the third time
he spoke to them: “Why? What crime has this man committed? I have found in him no
grounds for the death penalty. Therefore I will have him punished and then release him.” 23
But with loud shouts they insistently demanded that he be crucified, and their shouts
prevailed. 24 So Pilate decided to grant their demand. 25 He released the man who had been
thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, the one they asked for, and surrendered Jesus
to their will.
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