NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible
and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same
essence as the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was
made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The
third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the Father and
the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to
come. Amen.

<This Week>

3/26 ServiceI  9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Service IT 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
Communion 13:30 Members’ Huddle 13:45-14:30

3/31 PAWS 20:00-21:00

<Coming Week>
4/2 ServiceI  9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Service IT 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)

4/7 PAWS 20:00-21:00
<Next Communion> 4/16 10:30

<Meetings>

Mini-Church Mini-Church is a small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere that we
value as the most important meeting. For more info and schedule, please talk
to the leaders.

Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.

We believe that offering is a part of worship and it's a responsibility of each believer (Malachi
3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don't pass
around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not able to give for some
reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do
it spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.
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March 26th, 2017 Covenant Sunday Message Note

The Covenant to Love (Membership of Your Church)
Mari Ikeda

1. I will love and serve God (Mark 12:28-30)
A. By making worship the highest priority in my life (Luke 10:38-42)

B. By tithing (Malachi 3:10, II Corinthians 3:7)

2. I will love and serve the people of Your Church (I John 3:16-18)

3. I will love and serve the world (Matthew 5:13-16)

Summary

Because God loved us with His unlimited love through Jesus, we make it our first priority to
love Him. It means we listen to Him and follow and rejoice in His will, instead of following
our own desires. That is our source of life. None of us can maintain this way of life alone.
We need the friends in church who rejoice in the same God and support each other. We need
to learn that we are able to love each other even if our love is not perfect. We are also given
the role to love all people outside of church in the way that God loves them. This way of
loving God and people is the covenant we are expected to keep as a Your Church member.

For Discussion
1) Why do we need to become a member of a church?
2) Why do you (not) want to become a Your Church member?

One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given
them a good answer, he asked him, "Of all the commandments, which is the most
important?" "The most important one," answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our
God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind and with all your strength.” (Mark 12:28-30)

38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named
Martha opened her home to him. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet
listening to what he said. 40 But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be
made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the
work by myself? Tell her to help me!” 41 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are
worried and upset about many things, 42 but few things are needed—or indeed only one.
Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.” (Luke 10:38-42)

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in
this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and
pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. (Malachi 3:10)

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. (II Corinthians 3:7)

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to
lay down our lives for our brothers. If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother
in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us not
love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. (I John 3:16-18)

"You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty
again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. "You
are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp
and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the
house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds
and praise your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:13-16)
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