NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible
and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same
essence as the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was
made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The
third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the Father and
the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to
come. Amen.

<This Week>
4/2 ServiceI  9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Service IT 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid's Mini Church)

4/7 PAWS 20:00-21:00

<Coming Week>

4/9 ServiceI  9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Service IT 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid's Mini Church)
Sunday PAWS 13:30-14:30

4/14 Good Friday Special PAWS 20:00-21:00
<Next Communion> 4/16 10:30

<Meetings>

Mini-Church Mini-Church is a small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere that we
value as the most important meeting. For more info and schedule, please talk
to the leaders.

Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.

We believe that offering is a part of worship and it's a responsibility of each believer (Malachi
3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don't pass
around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not able to give for some
reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do
it spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.
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April 2nd, 2017 (yourchurch covenant Part 2)
Closeness and Openness Andy Nagahara

a.The openness necessary for church (Luke 5:30-32, 1 Corinthians 9:19-23)

b. The closeness necessary for church (Matthew 18:18-20, John 13:34,35
Ephesians 4:16)

c. Difficulty to balance closeness and openness (Luke 10:38-42)

d. Conclusion: How do we support closeness and openness at the same time? (Acts
2:43-47)

Summary

Though it is essential for us to support closeness and openness at the same time for
carrying out our mission at yourchurch, we are tend to lean to one side. The words
of Jesus in the Bible make us able to balance both closeness and openness.

For Discussion
1) What will happen to church due to extreme closeness (openness)?
2) How can we support closeness and openness at the same time?

But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect complained to his
disciples, "Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and ‘sinners’?" Jesus answered
them, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the
righteous, but sinners to repentance." (Luke 5:30-32)

Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many
as possible. To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I
became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those
under the law. To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I
am not free from God's law but am under Christ's law), so as to win those not having the
law. To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that
by all possible means I might save some. I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may
share in its blessings. (1 Corinthians 9:19-23)

"I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. "Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree
about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or
three come together in my name, there am [ with them.” (Matthew 18:18-20)

"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one
another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." (John
13:34,35)

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to
lay down our lives for our brothers. If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother
in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us not
love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. (I John 3:16-18)

From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and
builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. (Ephesians 4:16)

As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named
Martha opened her home to him. She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet
listening to what he said. But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be
made. She came to him and asked, "Lord, don't you care that my sister has left me to do the
work by myself? Tell her to help me!" "Martha, Martha," the Lord answered, "you are
worried and upset about many things, but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is
better, and it will not be taken away from her." (Luke 10:38-42)

Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the
apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their
possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to
meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with
glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord
added to their number daily those who were being saved. (Acts 2:43-47)
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