NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible
and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same
essence as the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was
made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The
third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the Father and
the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to
come. Amen.

<This Week>
4/16 ServiceI  9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Communion 10:30
Service IT 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)

4/21 PAWS 20:00-21:00

<Coming Week>

4/23 ServicelI  9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Service IT 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
Ordination and celebratory potluck for pastor Mari

4/28 PAWS 20:00-21:00
<Next Communion> 4/30 13:30

<Meetings>

Mini-Church Mini-Church is a small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere that we
value as the most important meeting. For more info and schedule, please talk
to the leaders.

Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.

We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each believer (Malachi
3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don't pass
around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not able to give for some
reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do
it spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.
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April 16th, 2017 Easter Sunday (Matthew 12:38-41)
The sign of the connection Andy Nagahara

Introduction: The sign of the prophet Jonah is the sign of the

connection between Jesus and us

1. The sign of the Resurrection of Jesus and us

2. The sign of the triumph of Jesus and us

3. The sign of the ministry of Jesus and us

Summary

There are some prophecies about the Resurrection of Jesus in the Old Testament.
When Jesus prophesied his Crucifixion and Resurrection, he quoted the passages
from Jonah. The sign of the prophet Jonah connects us with Jesus firmly. By the
resurrection of Jesus, we were no longer distant from Jesus, but have been changed
new with him - the ones who won sin and death with him, and those who work for
the kingdom of God together with him.

For Discussion
1) What are the points of similarity (difference) between Jesus and Jonah?
2) What is the sign of the connection?

(Matthew 28:1-6a) After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. There was a violent
earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the
tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and
his clothes were white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that they shook
and became like dead men. The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I
know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has
risen, just as he said.

(Matthew 12:38-41) Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to
him, "Teacher, we want to see a miraculous sign from you." He answered, "A
wicked and adulterous generation asks for a miraculous sign! But none will be
given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and
three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and
three nights in the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh will stand up at the
judgment with this generation and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of
Jonah, and now one greater than Jonah is here.

(Jonah 1:15-17) Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and the raging sea
grew calm. At this the men greatly feared the LORD, and they offered a sacrifice to
the LORD and made vows to him. But the LORD provided a great fish to swallow
Jonah, and Jonah was inside the fish three days and three nights.

(Jonah 2:10) And the LORD commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry
land.
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