NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible
and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same
essence as the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was
made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The
third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the Father and
the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to
come. Amen.

<This Week>
7/2 Service 1 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Service II 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
7/7 PAWS 20:00-21:00
<Coming Week>
7/9 Service 1 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Communion 10:30-45
Service II 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
Sunday PAWS 13:30
7/14 PAWS 20:00-21:00
<Next Communion>7/30 13:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)

«Mini-Church Mini-Church is a small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere that
we value as the most important meeting.

< New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)

«Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.

We believe that offering is a part of worship and it's a responsibility of each believer (Malachi
3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don't pass
around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not able to give for some
reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do
it spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.
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July 2,2017 (Galatians 1:11-24)
Faith In Jesus, By Jesus, For Jesus

Mari Ikeda

A. BY Jesus
1. None of us met Jesus by our own strength (11-14, Philippians
3:4b-7)

2. Neither by someone else’s power (15-21)

B. FOR Jesus (22-24)

Summary

Paul, reflecting on how he himself came to believe in Jesus, was
certain that it was impossible by his own strength to have come to
believe. We also met Jesus and started our walk with Him not by our
own strength but by the power given by God. Even if we ourselves
are not able to believe, God makes us able. We are made alive to
rejoice together with others for this power of God’s that is working in
us.

For Discussion
1. Why does Paul reflect on his own past here?
2. What joy will come to us if we live for Jesus?

11 I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I preached
is not of human origin. 12 I did not receive it from any man, nor was
I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.13 For
you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely
I persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy it. 14 I was
advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my
people and was extremely zealous for the traditions of my fathers.

15 But when God, who set me apart from my mother’s womb and
called me by his grace, was pleased 16 to reveal his Son in me so that
I might preach him among the Gentiles, my immediate response was
not to consult any human being. 17 I did not go up to Jerusalem to
see those who were apostles before I was, but I went into Arabia.
Later I returned to Damascus. 18 Then after three years, [ went up to
Jerusalem to get acquainted with Cephas and stayed with him fifteen
days. 19 I saw none of the other apostles—only James, the Lord’s
brother. 20 I assure you before God that what I am writing you is no
lie. 21 Then I went to Syria and Cilicia.

22 T was personally unknown to the churches of Judea that are in
Christ. 23 They only heard the report: “The man who formerly
persecuted us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” 24
And they praised God because of me.

Philippians 3:4b-7

If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the
flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to
the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for
righteousness based on the law, faultless.7 But whatever were gains
to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.
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