NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible
and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same
essence as the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was
made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The
third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the Father and
the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to
come. Amen.

<This Week>

7/30 Service 1 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Service II 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
Communion 13:30 Members’ Huddle 13:45-14:30

8/4 PAWS 20:00-21:00

<Coming Week>

8/6 Service I 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Service II 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
Baptism After Second Service

8/11 PAWS 20:00-21:00

<Next Communion> 8/13 10:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)

«Mini-Church Mini-Church is a small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere that
we value as the most important meeting.

«New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)

<« Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.

We believe that offering is a part of worship and it's a responsibility of each believer (Malachi
3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don't pass
around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not able to give for some
reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do
it spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.
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July 30th, 2017 Message Note

Who [s Sinful? «atians 211-21) Mari Ikeda

1. A failure story (11-14)

2. What is sin? (15-16)
a. Humans’ perspective: action-centered

b. God’s perspective: faith-centered

3. Don’t we need to do good?(17-18)

4. A fundamental shift in our way of life (19-21)

Summary

We often fail to see who is sinful, for we don’t have a right understanding
of sin, which causes hostility and division among us that could be otherwise
avoided. The sin God understands (and solved) is in a totally different
dimension from the sin we understand. We tend to focus on our action, what
we can do or cannot do, while God focuses our heart, why we do it or don’t
do it. Let’s make a shift in our way of life, from human-centered way to
Christ-centered way.

For Discussion
1) What is sin? (What is not sin?)
2) Who is sinful?

11 When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he
stood condemned. 12 For before certain men came from James, he used to
eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and
separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who
belonged to the circumecision group. 13 The other Jews joined him in his
hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray. 14
When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I
said to Cephas in front of them all, “You are a Jew, yet you live like a
Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow
Jewish customs?

15 “We who are Jews by birth and not sinful Gentiles 16 know that a person
is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we,
too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in
Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the works of the law no
one will be justified.

17 “But if, in seeking to be justified in Christ, we Jews find ourselves also
among the sinners, doesn’t that mean that Christ promotes sin? Absolutely
not! 18 If I rebuild what I destroyed, then I really would be a lawbreaker.
19 “For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. 20 I
have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.
The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved
me and gave himself for me. 21 I do not set aside the grace of God, for if
righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!”
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