NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible
and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same
essence as the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was
made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The
third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the Father and
the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to
come. Amen.

<This Week>
9/10 Service 1 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Communion 10:30-45
Service II 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
Sunday PAWS 13:30-14:30
9/15 PAWS 20:00-21:00
<Coming Week>
9/17 Service I 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Service II 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
9/22 PAWS 20:00-21:00

<Next Communion> 9/29 13:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)

< Mini-Church Mini-Church is a small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere that
we value as the most important meeting.

<« New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)

«Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.

We believe that offering is a part of worship and it's a responsibility of each believer (Malachi
3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don't pass
around the offering basket since we don't want anyone who is not able to give for some
reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do
it spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.
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September 10th 2017 Message Note (Galatians 3:26-4:11)

Gap Between Ideal and Reality?  Mari keda

A. Is this the ideal God wants? (3:26-28)

B. God’s ideal became a reality (3:29-4:7)

1. The reality that Jesus Christ came to this world

2. The reality that we are God’s children

C. Let’s believe the ideal that was already made a reality
(4:8-11, Romans 8:14-17)

Summary

God’s ideal (=God’s kingdom) was already realized by Jesus, while we are also
already made God’s children by believing in Him. But it is still in an imperfect
form. Everyday we suffer from the reality that is so far from God’s ideal. But wait
a minute. Which is “the true reality”? Let’s believe the ideal that God has already
made a reality!

For Discussion
1) What do you feel it is a gap between ideal and reality?
2) What is the ideal that God realized? What is it specifically to you?

26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you
who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is
neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for
you are all one in Christ Jesus.

29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the
promise. 1 What I am saying is that as long as an heir is underage, he is no different
from a slave, although he owns the whole estate. 2 The heir is subject to guardians
and trustees until the time set by his father. 3 So also, when we were underage, we
were in slavery under the elemental spiritual forces of the world. 4 But when the
set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5
to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. 6
Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit
who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and
since you are his child, God has made you also an heir.

8 Formerly, when you did not know God, you were slaves to those who by nature
are not gods. 9 But now that you know God—or rather are known by God—how is
it that you are turning back to those weak and miserable forces[d]? Do you wish to
be enslaved by them all over again? 10 You are observing special days and months
and seasons and years! 11 I fear for you, that somehow I have wasted my efforts on
you.

Romans 8:14-17

14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit
you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the
Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry,
“Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s
children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs
with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in
his glory.
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