NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible
and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same
essence as the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was
made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The
third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the Father and
the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to
come. Amen.

<This Week>
10/8 Service I 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Service II 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
10/9 (Monday - National Holiday) PLEASE SIGN UP!!
Baptism and BBQ Meet at Church and Depart at 10am!
10/13 PAWS 20:00-21:00
<Coming Week>
10/15 Service I 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Communion 10:30-45
Service I1 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
10/20 PAWS 20:00-21:00

<Next Communion> 10/15 10:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)

«Mini-Church Mini-Church is a small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere that
we value as the most important meeting.

«New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)

<« Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.

We believe that offering is a part of worship and it's a responsibility of each believer (Malachi
3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don't pass
around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not able to give for some
reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do
it spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.
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October 8th 2017 Message Note

" . ”
I am your salvation!”  andyNagahara
(Psalm 35, Matthew 5:43-48, Romans 6:6-10, Ephesians 2:14-16)

A. The Lord knows our limitations
1) We ask the Lord for help to defeat enemies (1-3)

2) We are tempted to curse enemies (4-8)

B. Jesus is the answer for the plea of the poet
1) Jesus also experienced betrayal (11-16)

2) Jesus unmasked our enemies (Matthew 5:43-48, Romans6:6-10, Ephesians
2:14-16)

3) Jesus is the way to the kingdom of God (27,28)

Summary

Because Jesus came, we found that he is our Lord and our Savior, and so we
became those who can expect the future. It is not that we got stronger by
overcoming our weaknesses. Even if we remain weak, it is our strength that we
know the one who says to us "I am your salvation". Though we are living in a
different culture and era from the poet, we still are experiencing violence, injustice,
unreasonableness, deception and treachery just like the poet. However, what is
decisively different is that the Lord taught us the true enemy which is "sin" within
us and he set us free from it

For Discussion
1) What is the Lord's righteousness?
2) Who are your enemies?



(0-3 Introduction) Of David. Contend, O LORD, with those who contend
with me; fight against those who fight against me. Take up shield and
buckler; arise and come to my aid. Brandish spear and javelin against those
who pursue me. Say to my soul, "I am your salvation."

(4-8 The curse against the enemies) May those who seek my life be
disgraced and put to shame; may those who plot my ruin be turned back in
dismay. May they be like chaff before the wind, with the angel of the
LORD driving them away; may their path be dark and slippery, with the
angel of the LORD pursuing them. Since they hid their net for me without
cause and without cause dug a pit for me, may ruin overtake them by
surprise-- may the net they hid entangle them, may they fall into the pit, to
their ruin.

(9,10 Praise) Then my soul will rejoice in the LORD and delight in his
salvation. My whole being will exclaim, "Who is like you, O LORD? You
rescue the poor from those too strong for them, the poor and needy from
those who rob them."

(11-16 Poet’s hardships) Ruthless witnesses come forward; they question
me on things I know nothing about. They repay me evil for good and leave
my soul forlorn. Yet when they were ill, I put on sackcloth and humbled
myself with fasting. When my prayers returned to me unanswered, I went
about mourning as though for my friend or brother. I bowed my head in
grief as though weeping for my mother. But when I stumbled, they gathered
in glee; attackers gathered against me when [ was unaware. They slandered
me without ceasing. Like the ungodly they maliciously mocked ; they
gnashed their teeth at me.

(17-21 Accusing against deceivers) O Lord, how long will you look on?
Rescue my life from their ravages, my precious life from these lions. I will
give you thanks in the great assembly; among throngs of people I will
praise you. Let not those gloat over me who are my enemies without cause;
let not those who hate me without reason maliciously wink the eye. They do
not speak peaceably, but devise false accusations against those who live
quietly in the land. They gape at me and say, "Aha! Aha! With our own eyes
we have seen it."

(22-26 Accusing against ridicule) O LORD, you have seen this; be not
silent. Do not be far from me, O Lord. Awake, and rise to my defense!
Contend for me, my God and Lord. Vindicate me in your righteousness, O
LORD my God; do not let them gloat over me. Do not let them think, "Aha,
just what we wanted!" or say, "We have swallowed him up." May all who
gloat over my distress be put to shame and confusion; may all who exalt
themselves over me be clothed with shame and disgrace.

(27,28 The expectation for the Kingdom of God) May those who delight in
my vindication shout for joy and gladness; may they always say, "The
LORD be exalted, who delights in the well-being of his servant." My
tongue will speak of your righteousness and of your praises all day long.

(Matt. 5:43-48) "You have heard that it was said, "Love your neighbor and
hate your enemy.' But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes
his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and
the unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what reward will you get?
Are not even the tax collectors doing that? And if you greet only your
brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do
that? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

(Roma 6:6-10) For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that
the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be
slaves to sin-- because anyone who has died has been freed from sin. Now
if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we
know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death
no longer has mastery over him. The death he died, he died to sin once for
all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.

(Ephesians 2:14-16) For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one
and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in
his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was
to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, and in
this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which
he put to death their hostility.
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