NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible
and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same
essence as the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was
made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The The First Sunday of Advent

third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at '/ 3

the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. Let s walt Fcr the Lcrd
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the Father and
the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to
come. Amen.
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<This Week> First Sunday of Advent 2017

12/3 Service 1 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Service II 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
12/8 PAWS 20:00-21:00

<Coming Week> Second Sunday of Advent 2017

12/10 Service I 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Service II 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
Christmas Sunday PAWS 13:30-14:30

12/15 PAWS 20:00-21:00
<Next Communion> 12/17 10:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)

< Mini-Church Mini-Church is a small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere that
we value as the most important meeting.

< New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)

+Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.

We believe that offering is a part of worship and it's a responsibility of each believer (Malachi
3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don't pass
around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not able to give for some
reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do
it spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

Christmas 2017 @ yourchureh

I.I. Cafe : Today and 12/10,17,
Christmas services (9:30/11:00), Christmas potluck Party (13:00) : 12/24

1-10-10 Morino, Machida-shi Tokyo 194-0022 Pastors: Andy H. Nagahara, Mari Ikeda
Phone 090-9381-4917 (Nagahara) e-mail:contact@yourchurch.jp
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December 3rd, 2017 (Isaiah 8:16-17, 9:1b-7, John 8:12)

Let’s Wait For the Lord mariixeda

0. The Lord will come (Isaiah 8:16-17)

Bind up this testimony of warning and seal up God’s instruction among my disciples. I will
wait for the Lord, who is hiding his face from the descendants of Jacob. I will put my trust
in him.

1. The Lord has come (Isaiah 9:6)

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace.

2. Let’s wait for the Lord
a. Finding a light in darkness (Isaiah9:1b-2, John 8:12)

In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will
honor Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan—The people walking
in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has
dawned.

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

b. Seeking peace in conflicts (Isaiah9:3-5)

You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people
rejoice at the harvest, as warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder. For as in the day of
Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment
rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire.

c. Trusting the zeal of the Lord (Isaiah9:7)

Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s
throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness
from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.

Summary

There seems no end to darkness and conflicts both in our individual lives and in the
world situation. We may even lose hope in God and say, “there is no God.”
However, it is the irreversible fact that God came to this world as a man named
Jesus in Christmas 2000 years go. This is the evidence of our hope. Let’s trust
Jesus, so that we can find a light in darkness and keep seeking peace in the midst of
conflicts.

For Discussion
1. Why is Jesus the evidence of our hope?
2. What is similar or different between Isaiah and us?
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