NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible
and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same
essence as the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was
made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The
third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the Father and
the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to
come. Amen.

<This Week>
2/25 Service I 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)

Service II 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
3/2 PAWS 20:00-21:00
<Coming Week>
3/4 Service I 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)

Service II 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
3/9 PAWS 20:00-21:00

<Next Communion> 3/11 13:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)

< Mini-Church Mini-Church is a small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere that
we value as the most important meeting.

<« New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)

«Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.

We believe that offering is a part of worship and it's a responsibility of each believer (Malachi
3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don't pass
around the offering basket since we don't want anyone who is not able to give for some
reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do
it spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.
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2/25/2018 Sermon Notes Psalm 40, Luke 18:10-14, Romans 12:13-16
Let’s Worship Together

- Whether We're Rejoicing or Grieving! Andy Nagahara

A. About this Psalm — Can we read it as one poem?

B. What we can receive from this psalm: A heart of worship

1. The condition of our hearts can vary from person to person and it
changes constantly. What is the significance, then, of worshipping
together weekly? How can a person wrestling with grief worship with
one who is rejoicing?

2. The heart of worship reflected in this psalm?

3. What does it mean to live a life centered on worship?

Summary

We are encouraged to worship with others regardless of the condition of our hearts.
We can always worship individually and with family, but it is also meaningful to
begin each new week by worshipping with people with whom you have little in
common besides the fact that you believe in the same Lord. This helps to nurture
our imagination, empathy, and compassion. If we only worship as individuals or
with those who are closest to us, our imagination, empathy, and compassion
regarding other people, cannot grow. This also stunts our ability to connect with
God and our worship becomes superficial. That is why we worship together.

For Discussion
1. Why should we worship together on Sundays?
2. Why did Jesus praise the prayer of the tax collector but not the Pharisees?

0 For the director of music. Of David. A psalm.

1 I waited patiently for the LORD; he turned to me and heard my cry.

2 He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on a
rock and gave me a firm place to stand.

3 He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God. Many will see and
fear and put their trust in the LORD.

4 Blessed is the man who makes the LORD his trust, who does not look to the
proud, to those who turn aside to false gods.

5 Many, O LORD my God, are the wonders you have done. The things you planned
for us no one can recount to you; were I to speak and tell of them, they would be
too many to declare.

6 Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but my ears you have pierced ; burnt
offerings and sin offerings you did not require.

7 Then I said, "Here I am, I have come-- it is written about me in the scroll.

8 I desire to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart."

9 I proclaim righteousness in the great assembly; I do not seal my lips, as you
know, O LORD.

10 I do not hide your righteousness in my heart; I speak of your faithfulness and
salvation. I do not conceal your love and your truth from the great assembly.

11 Do not withhold your mercy from me, O LORD; may your love and your truth
always protect me.

12 For troubles without number surround me; my sins have overtaken me, and I
cannot see. They are more than the hairs of my head, and my heart fails within me.
13 Be pleased, O LORD, to save me; O LORD, come quickly to help me.

14 May all who seek to take my life be put to shame and confusion; may all who
desire my ruin be turned back in disgrace.

15 May those who say to me, "Aha! Aha!" be appalled at their own shame.

16 But may all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; may those who love your
salvation always say, "The LORD be exalted!"

17 Yet I am poor and needy; may the Lord think of me. You are my help and my
deliverer; O my God, do not delay.
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