NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible
and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same
essence as the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was
made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The
third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the Father and
the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to
come. Amen.

<This Week>
7/1 Service 1 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Service II 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)

Anniversary Choir start up meeting 2 1:30

7/6 PAWS 20:00-21:00

<Coming Week>

7/8 Service 1 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)

Service I1 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
7/13 PAWS 20:00-21:00
<Next Communion> 7/8 13:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
< Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
< New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)

< Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.

We believe that offering is a part of worship and it's a responsibility of each believer (Malachi
3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don't pass
around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not able to give for some
reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do
it spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.
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July 1, 2018 (Psalm 44)

Jesus is Everyone's God andy Nagahara

The misunderstandings of God's people

1) Elitism and nationalism

2) Feelings of superiority and inferiority are two sides of the same coin

Seeing through Jesus as a "filter"

1) Those who are different from you are not the enemy

2) The true enemy exists within you

Summary

Except for a few prophets, the people of the Old Testament could not see God as
anything other than the God of their particular ethnic group. But they are not the
only ones who make the same mistake. Christians, who consider themselves to be
"God's people," have held similar misunderstandings. Jesus expanded the idea of
the "neighbor" to all people. By doing so, he broke down the high walls that
humanity built up on their own. Those who follow Jesus break down walls, instead
of building them.

For Discussion
What kind of "walls" exist around us?
How do we tend to build "walls"?Summary

0 For the director of music. Of the Sons of Korah. A <maskil.> [1]

1 We have heard with our ears, O God; our fathers have told us what you did in
their days, in days long ago.

2 With your hand you drove out the nations and planted our fathers; you crushed
the peoples and made our fathers flourish.

3 It was not by their sword that they won the land, nor did their arm bring them
victory; it was your right hand, your arm, and the light of your face, for you loved
them.

4 You are my King and my God, who decrees [1] victories for Jacob.

5 Through you we push back our enemies; through your name we trample our foes.
6 1 do not trust in my bow, my sword does not bring me victory;

7 but you give us victory over our enemies, you put our adversaries to shame.

8 In God we make our boast all day long, and we will praise your name forever.
<Selah>

9 But now you have rejected and humbled us; you no longer go out with our
armies.

10 You made us retreat before the enemy, and our adversaries have plundered us.
11 You gave us up to be devoured like sheep and have scattered us among the
nations.

12 You sold your people for a pittance, gaining nothing from their sale.

13 You have made us a reproach to our neighbors, the scorn and derision of those
around us.

14 You have made us a byword among the nations; the peoples shake their heads at
us.

15 My disgrace is before me all day long, and my face is covered with shame

16 at the taunts of those who reproach and revile me, because of the enemy, who is
bent on revenge.

17 All this happened to us, though we had not forgotten you or been false to your
covenant.

18 Our hearts had not turned back; our feet had not strayed from your path.

19 But you crushed us and made us a haunt for jackals and covered us over with
deep darkness.

20 If we had forgotten the name of our God or spread out our hands to a foreign
god,

21 would not God have discovered it, since he knows the secrets of the heart?

22 Yet for your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be
slaughtered.

23 Awake, O Lord! Why do you sleep? Rouse yourself! Do not reject us forever.
24 Why do you hide your face and forget our misery and oppression?

25 We are brought down to the dust; our bodies cling to the ground.

26 Rise up and help us; redeem us because of your unfailing love.
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