NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible
and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same
essence as the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was
made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The
third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the Father and
the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to
come. Amen.

<This Week>

9/9 Service 1 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Service I1 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
M'’s Kitchen (Lunch Service)
Communion 13:30-

Anniversary Choir rehearsal 14:00-

9/14 PAWS 20:00-21:00
<Coming Week>
9/16 Service 1 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Communion 10:30-
Service II 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
9/21 PAWS 20:00-21:00

<Next Communion> 9/16 10:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
< Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
< New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)

< Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.

We believe that offering is a part of worship and it's a responsibility of each believer (Malachi
3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don't pass
around the offering basket since we don't want anyone who is not able to give for some
reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do
it spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.
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September 9, 2018 (Psalm 49)

The Joy of Relying on God'’s Power and His Word

Andy Nagahra

A. Truths that inspire both fear and comfort (9-12, 17-20)

1. No one can avoid death

2. No status, honor, or wealth will last forever

B. They are not up for negotiation with God (7-8)

C. Our lives will change depending on how we choose to
accept these truths
1. If we rely on ourselves, our lives become futile (13-14)

2. Trusting God instead of fearing other people (5-6, 15-16)

3. Listen to God’s word and live (0-4)

Summary

Everyone experiences times when they fear other people and feel that life is empty and
meaningless. If we have to overcome those experiences in our own strength, our only option
is despair. We do not need to rely on ourselves because we are given a path that offers us
freedom from fear and futility: the path of relying on God’s power and his word.

For Discussion

1) What do you fear the most right now?
2) What provides the basis for the psalmist telling us that we do not need to fear?

For the director of music. Of the Sons of Korah. A psalm. Hear this, all you
peoples; listen, all who live in this world, both low and high, rich and poor
alike: My mouth will speak words of wisdom; the utterance from my heart
will give understanding. I will turn my ear to a proverb; with the harp I
will expound my riddle: (0-4)

Why should I fear when evil days come, when wicked deceivers surround
me-- those who trust in their wealth and boast of their great riches? (5-6)

No man can redeem the life of another or give to God a ransom for him--
the ransom for a life is costly, no payment is ever enough-- (7-8)

that he should live on forever and not see decay. For all can see that wise
men die; the foolish and the senseless alike perish and leave their wealth to
others. Their tombs will remain their houses [1] forever, their dwellings
for endless generations, though they had [2] named lands after themselves.
But man, despite his riches, does not endure; he is [1] like the beasts that
perish. (9-12)

This is the fate of those who trust in themselves, and of their followers,
who approve their sayings. <Selah> Like sheep they are destined for the
grave, [1] and death will feed on them. The upright will rule over them in
the morning; their forms will decay in the grave, [2] far from their princely
mansions. (13-14)

But God will redeem my life [1] from the grave; he will surely take me to
himself. <Selah> Do not be overawed when a man grows rich, when the
splendor of his house increases; (15-16)

for he will take nothing with him when he dies, his splendor will not
descend with him. Though while he lived he counted himself blessed--
and men praise you when you prosper-- he will join the generation of his
fathers, who will never see the light [of life]. A man who has riches
without understanding is like the beasts that perish. (17-20)
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