NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible
and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same
essence as the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was
made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The
third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the Father and
the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to
come. Amen.

% Church B.B.Q. 10/8 at Mochi-Benten campground Please sign up! %

<This Week>
9/23 Service 1 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Service I1 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
Onigiri Cafe (Lunch)
9/28 PAWS 20:00-21:00
<Coming Week>
9/30 Service 1 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Service II 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
10/5 PAWS 20:00-21:00

<Next Communion> 10/14 13:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
< Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
«+New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)

< Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.

We believe that offering is a part of worship and it's a responsibility of each believer (Malachi
3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don't pass
around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not able to give for some
reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do
it spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.
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September 23, 2018 (Psalm 50) Andy Nagahara

Are You Disregarding God's Word?

A. Turn away from counterfeit worship

1. The call for a trial (1-6)

2. The accusation of counterfeit worship (7-13, Jeremiah 7:22-26)

3. Verdict: Offer true worship (14-15, Romans 12:1-2)

B. Turn away from sin

1. The accusation of sin (16-21)

2. Verdict: Walk in the path of righteousness (22-23)

Summary

Just like the Israelites, we are at risk of offering the kind of worship that God
doesn't desire. This affects the way we live and it grieves God. In order to avoid
doing this, let us offer true worship by giving him our praise and thanksgiving.

For Discussion
1) What was Israel accused of?
2) How can we avoid making the same mistake?

0 A psalm of Asaph.

1 The Mighty One, God, the LORD, speaks and summons the earth from the rising
of the sun to the place where it sets.

2 From Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth.

3 Our God comes and will not be silent; a fire devours before him, and around him
a tempest rages.

4 He summons the heavens above, and the earth, that he may judge his people:

5 "Gather to me my consecrated ones, who made a covenant with me by
sacrifice."

6 And the heavens proclaim his righteousness, for God himself is judge. <Selah>

7 "Hear, O my people, and I will speak, O Israel, and I will testify against you: I
am God, your God.

8 I do not rebuke you for your sacrifices or your burnt offerings, which are ever
before me.

9 I have no need of a bull from your stall or of goats from your pens,

10 for every animal of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills.

11 I know every bird in the mountains, and the creatures of the field are mine.

12 If I were hungry I would not tell you, for the world is mine, and all that is in it.
13 Do I eat the flesh of bulls or drink the blood of goats?

14 Sacrifice thank offerings to God, fulfill your vows to the Most High,

15 and call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you will honor
me."

16 But to the wicked, God says: "What right have you to recite my laws or take
my covenant on your lips?

17 You hate my instruction and cast my words behind you.

18 When you see a thief, you join with him; you throw in your lot with adulterers.
19 You use your mouth for evil and harness your tongue to deceit.

20 You speak continually against your brother and slander your own mother's son.
21 These things you have done and I kept silent; you thought I was altogether like
you. But I will rebuke you and accuse you to your face.

22 "Consider this, you who forget God, or I will tear you to pieces, with none to
rescue:

23 He who sacrifices thank offerings honors me, and he prepares the way so that I
may show him the salvation of God."
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