NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible
and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same
essence as the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was
made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The
third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the Father and
the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to
come. Amen.

% Church B.B.Q. 10/8 at Mochi-Benten campground Please sign up! %

<This Week>
9/30 Service 1 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)

Service II 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
10/5 PAWS 20:00-21:00
<Coming Week>
10/7 Service 1 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)

Service II 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
10/12 PAWS 20:00-21:00

<Next Communion> 10/14 13:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
< Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
«+New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)

< Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.

We believe that offering is a part of worship and it's a responsibility of each believer (Malachi
3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don't pass
around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not able to give for some
reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do
it spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.
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September 30, 2018

The Friend Of Sinners (Mark 2:13-17) Mari Tkeda

A. Jesus’ calling (13-15)

1. His one-way invitation

2. He becomes a friend of us

B. Jesus’ request (16-17)

1. Not works but faith

2. To love one another (John 15:12-17)

Summary

Jesus is our teacher who teaches us the right way to go, but more than that,
He has a desire to become our friend. He wants us to spend time with Him
as a friend of his and know and love each other better. We are unable to
correct our deed by our own strength to love righteously, but we all are able
to become His friend. Let’s keep listening to his calling.

For Discussion

1) What of Jesus made the Pharisees oppose to Him? How does that relate
to us?

2) What does it mean to become a friend of Jesus? How can we become
one?

13 Once again Jesus went out beside the lake. A large crowd came to him,
and he began to teach them. 14 As he walked along, he saw Levi son of
Alphaeus sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” Jesus told him,
and Levi got up and followed him. 15 While Jesus was having dinner at
Levi’s house, many tax collectors and sinners were eating with him and his
disciples, for there were many who followed him. 16 When the teachers of
the law who were Pharisees saw him eating with the sinners and tax
collectors, they asked his disciples: “Why does he eat with tax collectors
and sinners?” 17 On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy
who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but
sinners.”

John 15:12-17

12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater
love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You
are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants,
because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, 1 have
called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have
made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and
appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and
so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17 This is
my command: Love each other.
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