NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible
and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same
essence as the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was
made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The
third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the Father and
the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to
come. Amen.

<This Week> The first Sunday of Advent 2018

12/2 Service 1 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Service II 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
I.I. café Enjoy! Seasonal Special drinks and support I. I. Indonesia

12/7 PAWS 20:00-21:00

<Coming Week> The Second Sunday of Advent 2018

12/9 Service 1 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Service II 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid's Mini Church)
I.I. café II Enjoy! Seasonal Special drinks and support I. I. Indonesia
Communion 13:30-

Anniversary Choir Last Rehearsal 14:00-15:30
12/14 PAWS 20:00-21:00
<Next Communion> 12/9 13:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
< Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
< New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)

+Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.

We believe that offering is a part of worship and it's a responsibility of each believer (Malachi
3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don't pass
around the offering basket since we don't want anyone who is not able to give for some
reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do
it spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.
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12/2/2018 The First Sunday of Advent (Isaiah 7:10-14, Matthew 1:21-23)

Rejoice! Emmanuel is Born for You!
- From the Christian hymn" O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

Andy Nagahara

1. To free you from captivity
Come, come, Emmanuel; Free captive Israel,
Who mourns in exile, Deprived of the Son of God.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel is born for you, Israel!

2. To save you from the fear of death
Come, Jesse's branch, Yours from the claw of your enemy,
Yours from the cave of hell And from the pit of the grave, lead out.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel is born for you, Israel!

3. To change your reality
Come, come, O Rising, Coming to comfort us
Dispel the clouds of night And the dire shadows of death.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel is born for you, Israel!

4. To give you a blessed future
Come, Key of David, Reign, open the heavenly dwelling
Make the journey above safe And shut the way to hell.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel is born for you, Israel!

5. To help you live the life you were created to live
Come, come, Adonai! Who to the people on Sinai
Gave the law from above In majesty and glory.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel is born for you, Israel!

Summary

Jesus came to free us from sadness, suffering, anxiety and discontent. He is called
Emmanuel (God with us) because by living in relationship with him, we find
answers and solutions to the difficulties we face. Let us befriend Jesus, walk with
him, and introduce him to our loved ones.

For Discussion
1) What does Emmanuel mean?
2) What did Jesus come to do for you?

(Isaiah 7:10-14) Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, "Ask the LORD your God for a
sign, whether in the deepest depths or in the highest heights." But Ahaz said, "I will
not ask; I will not put the LORD to the test." Then Isaiah said, "Hear now, you
house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of men? Will you try the
patience of my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The
virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.

(Matthew 1:21-23) She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name
Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins." All this took place to fulfill
what the Lord had said through the prophet: "The virgin will be with child and will
give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel" --which means, "God with
us."
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