NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible
and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same
essence as the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was
made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The
third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the Father and
the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to
come. Amen.

<This Week> The Third Sunday of Advent 2018

12/16 Service I 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Communion 10:30-10:45
Service I1 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)

I. I. café III Enjoy! Seasonal Special drinks and support I. I. Indonesia
12/21 PAWS 20:00-21:00

<Coming Week> The Fourth Sunday of Advent 2018

12/23 Christmas ServiceI  9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Christmas Service IT 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
Christmas Potluck Lunch and I. I. café IV

12/24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 18:00-19:30
12/28 PAWS 20:00-21:00
<Next Communion> 1/13/2019 13:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
< Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
< New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)

< Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.

We believe that offering is a part of worship and it's a responsibility of each believer (Malachi
3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don't pass
around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not able to give for some
reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do
it spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.
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12/16/2018 The Third Sunday of Advent

The Guiding Star of your Journey ovatthew 2:1-12)
- From the Christian hymn" The First Noel” Andy Nagahara

A. Finding the savior with a star and a prophecy (1-10)

1) The star welcomes and guides the foreigner (1-2, 9-10)

2) The fulfillment of Micah's prophecy (4-8)

B. Jesus is the star that guides your journey

1) A threat to those in power (3)

2) Gifts for Jesus (11)

C. Becoming a star to point others toward Jesus (12)

Summary

An encounter with Jesus is the turning point of your life journey. Our search for
salvation is guided by the star that pointing toward Jesus. But it doesn't stop there.
You can become a star that points others toward Jesus on their journey.

For Discussion
1) What does the star symbolize?
2) What did Herod fear?

1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi
from the east came to Jerusalem

2 and asked, "Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his
star in the east and have come to worship him."

3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.

4 When he had called together all the people's chief priests and teachers of the law,
he asked them where the Christ was to be born.

5 "In Bethlehem in Judea," they replied, "for this is what the prophet has written:

6 ""But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the
rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my
people Israel.'"

7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the
star had appeared.

8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and make a careful search for the child.
As soon as you find him, report to me, so that [ too may go and worship him."

9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen
in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was.
10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.

11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they
bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented
him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.

12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to
their country by another route.
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