NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible
and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same
essence as the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was
made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The
third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the Father and
the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to
come. Amen.

<The First Huddle Meeting 2019> 1/27 13:30-15:00

<This Week>
1/20 ServiceI  9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Communion 10:30
Service IT 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)

1/25 PAWS 20:00-21:00

<Coming Week>

1/27 ServiceI  9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Service IT 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
M'’s Kitchen (Lunch Service)
The First Huddle Meeting 2019 13:30-15:00

2/1 PAWS 20:00-21:00
<Next Communion> 2/10/ 13:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
< Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
+New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)

< Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.

We believe that offering is a part of worship and it's a responsibility of each believer (Malachi
3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don't pass
around the offering basket since we don't want anyone who is not able to give for some
reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do
it spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.
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January 20, 2019 (Mark 4:1-20)

God’s Way Is Inefficient Mari ikeda

A. Wasteful sowing (1-9)

B. Insiders and outsiders (10-12)

C. “Whoever has ears to hear, hear” (13-20)

Summary

This parable is not a story telling us to become good soil. God is the one
who keeps sowing seeds both on bad soil and good soil. We have both good
and bad soils in our hearts, which we can’t even tell one from another. God
sees all of them in us, and still keeps speaking to us because He wants to be
with us. Only thing we can do is that we “listen” to Jesus.

For Discussion
1) Why does God sow a seed on the lands which will produce no crop?
2) What can we do to produce a crop?

1 Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd that gathered around
him was so large that he got into a boat and sat in it out on the lake, while
all the people were along the shore at the water’s edge. 2 He taught them
many things by parables, and in his teaching said: 3 “Listen! A farmer went
out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the
path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it
did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow.
6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered
because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up
and choked the plants, so that they did not bear grain. 8 Still other seed fell
on good soil. It came up, grew and produced a crop, some multiplying
thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times.” 9 Then Jesus said, “Whoever has
ears to hear, let them hear.”

10 When he was alone, the Twelve and the others around him asked him
about the parables. 11 He told them, “The secret of the kingdom of God has
been given to you. But to those on the outside everything is said in parables
12 so that, “‘they may be ever seeing but never perceiving, and ever hearing
but never understanding; otherwise they might turn and be forgiven!’”

13 Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t you understand this parable? How then
will you understand any parable? 14 The farmer sows the word. 15 Some
people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown. As soon as
they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them.
16 Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once
receive it with joy. 17 But since they have no root, they last only a short
time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly
fall away. 18 Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; 19
but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for
other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.20 Others,
like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a
crop—some thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times what was sown.”
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