(We will leave yourchurch 6:30am, Please come around 6:20)

NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible
and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same
essence as the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was
made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The
third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the Father and
the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to
come. Amen.

<This Week> Passion Week

4/14 Service I 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)

Communion 10:30-45

Service I1 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid's Mini Church)
4/19 Good Friday Special PAWS 20:00-21:00
<Coming Week> Easter Sunday
4/21 Easter Sunrise Service+Picnic Breakfast 7:00-8:30 @Noden

Service 1 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)

Service II 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid's Mini Church)
4/26 PAWS 20:00-21:00

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
< Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
+New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)

«Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.

We believe that offering is a part of worship and it's a responsibility of each believer (Malachi
3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don't pass
around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not able to give for some
reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do
it spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.
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April 14, 2019 Passion Week (Mark 15:25-39, Psalm 22)

Let Us Encounter With Suffering Jesus

Mari Ikeda
A. Suffering and despaired God

1) We expect God to be strong, but... (25-32)

2) Jesus experienced the worst despair (33-38)

3) How can we say that Jesus was God? (39)

B. Why did God need to suffer?

C. Why do we suffer?

D. We encounter with Jesus in our suffering

Summary
We all have different kinds of suffering. While our own sin might be the

cause, someone else’s sin may make us suffer as well. Also, there are
sufferings caused by the reason we can never know and can condemn no
one for them. Jesus suffered on the Cross in order to save us from all of
these kinds of sufferings. Let us encounter with Jesus in our suffering, as
He is suffering together with us. Our salvation does not mean to have no
suffering, but instead it means to find Jesus in the midst of our suffering.

For Discussion
1) What do you think is the reason of your suffering?
2) How does the suffering of Jesus answer to your suffering?

25 It was nine in the morning when they crucified him. 26 The written
notice of the charge against him read: the king of the jews. 27 They
crucified two rebels with him, one on his right and one on his left. [28] 29
Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying,
“So! You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, 30
come down from the cross and save yourself!” 31 In the same way the chief
priests and the teachers of the law mocked him among themselves. “He
saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! 32 Let this Messiah,
this king of Israel, come down now from the cross, that we may see and
believe.” Those crucified with him also heaped insults on him. 33 At noon,
darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 34 And at
three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema
sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?”). 35 When some of those standing near heard this, they said, “Listen,
he’s calling Elijah.” 36 Someone ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put
it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. “Now leave him alone. Let’s
see if Elijah comes to take him down,” he said. 37 With a loud cry, Jesus
breathed his last. 38 The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to
bottom. 39 And when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, saw
how he died, he said, “Surely this man was the Son of God!”
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