NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible
and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same
essence as the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was
made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The
third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the Father and
the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to
come. Amen.

<This Week>
9/1 Service I 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Communion 10:30-45
Service II 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
9/6 PAWS 20:00-21:00
<Coming Week>
9/8 Service 1 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Communion 10:30-45
Service II 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
M’s Kitchen (Lunch Service)
Sunday Paws 13:30-14;30
9/13 PAWS 20:00-21:00
<Next Communion> 9/8 10:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
+New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
< Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.

We believe that offering is a part of worship and it's a responsibility of each believer (Malachi
3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don't pass
around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not able to give for some
reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do
it spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.
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September 1, 2019 (Mark 8:27-9:1)

Something More Important Than Our Life MariIkeda

A. Jesus corrects our expectation (27-33)

1. We have wrong expectations for Jesus

2. Jesus wants each of us to make a personal decision

3. He teaches us God’s thoughts

B. What awaits us at the end of our walk with Jesus (28-9:1)

1. Something more important than our life

2. The hope to see the kingdom of God

Summary

We all bring various expectations and desires to Jesus. While some of them are
wrong in the first place, others are desired in a wrong way if they become more
important than Jesus for us. That’s why Jesus sometimes makes us stop to answer
His question “Who am I for you?” and redirects our thoughts and ways. In the end,
He will lead us to the state where we can rejoice over and seek from our heart
something more important than our own life.

For Discussion

1) Share with others your experience that your desires were redirected and
corrected by Jesus.
2) What are the joy and hope that Jesus can give us, even when our deep wish
cannot be fulfilled?

27 Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi.
On the way he asked them, “Who do people say I am?” 28 They replied,
“Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the
prophets.” 29 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.” 30 Jesus warned them not to tell
anyone about him. 31 He then began to teach them that the Son of
Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests
and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three
days rise again. 32 He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside
and began to rebuke him. 33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his
disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, Satan!” he said. “You do not
have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”

34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and
said: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up
their cross and follow me. 35 For whoever wants to save their life will lose
it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save
it. 36 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their
soul? 37 Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 38 If anyone
is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the
Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his Father’s glory
with the holy angels.” 9:1 And he said to them, “Truly I tell you, some who
are standing here will not taste death before they see that the kingdom of
God has come with power.”
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