NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible
and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made; of the same
essence as the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was
made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The
third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the Father and
the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to
come. Amen.

<This Week>

11/3 Service 1 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Communion 10:30-45
Service I1 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
Christmas choir rehearsal 13:30-15:00

11/8 PAWS 20:00-21:00

<Coming Week>

11/10 Service 1 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Communion 10:30-45
Service II 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
M'’s Kitchen (Lunch Service)

11/15 PAWS 20:00-21:00

<Next Communion> 11/10 10:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
«New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
< Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.

We believe that offering is a part of worship and it's a responsibility of each believer (Malachi
3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don't pass
around the offering basket since we don’t want anyone who is not able to give for some
reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do
it spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.
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November 3, 2019 (Mark 9:38-50)

Christians’ Elitism and Exclusiveness  Marilkeda

A. Making faith a tool to justify ourselves and exclude others

1. Conflicts among believers (38-40)

2. Disrespect for “non-believers” (41)

B. Awfulness of that sin (42-48)

C. To leave from that sin accompanies pains (49-50)

Summary

We have the nature of justifying ourselves and excluding others. We even mistreat
our faith as the privilege we won by our own strength and make it a tool to exclude
others. What awful the most is that we are not aware of this in most times. In order
for us to adopt Jesus’ tolerance, we need to discard our intolerance. It is a painful
process, but is the only path to be at peace with each other and live a fruitful life.

For Discussion

1) What things does Jesus tell us here to accept?
2) What things does He tell us to cut oft?

3) How can we do that?

38 “Teacher,” said John, “we saw someone driving out demons in your
name and we told him to stop, because he was not one of us.” 39 “Do not
stop him,” Jesus said. “For no one who does a miracle in my name can in
the next moment say anything bad about me, 40 for whoever is not against
us is for us. 41 Truly I tell you, anyone who gives you a cup of water in my
name because you belong to the Messiah will certainly not lose their
reward.

42 “If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to
stumble, it would be better for them if a large millstone were hung around
their neck and they were thrown into the sea. 43 If your hand causes you to
stumble, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life maimed than with two
hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes out. [44] 45 And if your foot
causes you to stumble, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled
than to have two feet and be thrown into hell. [46] 47 And if your eye
causes you to stumble, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom
of God with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into

hell, 48 where “‘the worms that eat them do not die, and the fire is not
quenched.’

49 Everyone will be salted with fire. 50 “Salt is good, but if it loses its
saltiness, how can you make it salty again? Have salt among
yourselves, and be at peace with each other.”
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