NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible
and invisible.And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father
before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made;
of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was
buried. The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and
the dead. His kingdom will never end. And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life. He proceeds from the Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified. He spoke through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
church. We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection
of the dead, and to life in the world to come. Amen.

< Advent and Christmas 2019 >

Peas Café 12/15 Hot Apple Juice (Today)
Christmas Service and Potluck Lunch 12/22
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 12/24 19:30-20:30

<This Week> The Third Sunday of Advent 2019

12/15 Service 1 9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Service II 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
12/20 Last PAWS 2019 20:00-21:00 (Next PAWS 1/16/2020)

<Coming Week> The Fourth Sunday of Advent 2019

12/22 Christmas ServiceI  9:30-10:30 (Japanese)
Christmas Service IT 11:00-12:30 (Japanese and English / Kid’s Mini Church)
Christmas Potluck Lunch 12:30-

12/24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 19:30-20:30
<Next Communion> 1/6 10:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
+Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
< New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
< Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.

We believe that offering is a part of worship and it's a responsibility of each believer (Malachi
3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:6-7).” We don't pass
around the offering basket since we don't want anyone who is not able to give for some
reason to feel pressure or awkward (especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do
it spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.
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December 15, 2019 The Third Sunday of Advent 2019 (Luke 2:8-21)

Seeking Peace and Joy  mari keda

- From the Christian hymn"The First Noel”

1. Understanding the nature of darkness

2. Learning from the angels

3. Understanding God's sign

a) One who entered human history

b) Born in a stable and dying on a cross

4. Finding Jesus in frailty and weakness

Summary

The kind of peace and joy that God wants to give was first revealed in darkness to
poor and lonely shepherds. That peace and joy was found in a weak and frail boy
asleep in a manger, who would one day die on a cross in order to bring them to
fruition in our lives. God's peace and joy is offered to those who live in darkness,
who experience frailty and weakness, and continues through eternity, long after the
death of our physical bodies.

For Discussion
1. Do you have peace and joy in your heart today?
2. What can you do to bring peace and joy into the lives of those around you?

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their
flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not
be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the
Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and
lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared
with the angel, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left
them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in
the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had
been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered
them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all
the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 21 On
the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the child, he was named Jesus, the
name the angel had given him before he was conceived.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that
Christ’s power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in
weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am
weak, then I am strong.
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