<From August> You have no need to make reservations for attending services.
We ask you to limit your attendance to twice a month.
Sunday Second Service will start at 11:00am (not 11:30)

NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father
before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His
kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the
Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He
spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life
in the world to come. Amen.
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<This week>
8/2 Sunday Service | (Japanese) 9:30am-
Service Il (Japanese and English) 11:00am-
8/7 Friday PAWS (Praise and Worship Service, No Message)
8:00-9:00pm
<Next week>
8/9 Sunday Service | (Japanese) 9:30am-
Service Il (Japanese and English) 11:00am-
8/14 Friday PAWS (Praise and Worship Service, No Message)

8:00-9:00pm

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
«% Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
++ New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
«%+ Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
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8/2/2020 (Psalm 84, Matthew 5:3-11, 13:14-16)
B leSSGd Andy Nagahara

A. The blessing of being in God’s presence (0-4, Matt. 5:3-8)

B. The blessing of walking with God (5-9, Matt. 5:9-11)

C. The blessing of trusting God (10-12, Matt. 13:14-16)

Summary

This psalm teaches us that blessings don’t just come to us randomly nor
are they something we strive to attain. The blessings that God offers
cannot be taken away from us unless we choose to reject them. Blessings
are promised to us as we are present with God, choose to walk with him,
and put our trust in him.

For Discussion

1. Do you think you are blessed? Why?
2. What does it mean to dwell with God?

(0-4) For the director of music. According to <gittith.> Of the Sons of
Korah. A psalm. How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD Almighty! My
soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the LORD; my heart and my
flesh cry out for the living God. Even the sparrow has found a home, and
the swallow a nest for herself, where she may have her young-- a place
near your altar, O LORD Almighty, my King and my God. Blessed are
those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you. <Selah>

(5-9) Blessed are those whose strength is in you, who have set their hearts
on pilgrimage. As they pass through the Valley of Baca, they make it a
place of springs; the autumn rains also cover it with pools. They go from
strength to strength, till each appears before God in Zion.Hear my prayer,
O LORD God Almighty; listen to me, O God of Jacob. <Selah>

Look upon our shield, O God; look with favor on your anointed one.

(10-12)Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere; I would
rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of
the wicked. For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows
favor and honor; no good thing does he withhold from those whose walk
is blameless. O LORD Almighty, blessed is the man who trusts in you.

(Matt. 5:3-8) Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed
are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger
and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful,
for theé will be shown mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will
see God.

(Matt. 5:9-11) Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of
God. Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you,
persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.

(Matt. 13:14-16) In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: ”’You will be
ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never
perceiving. For this people’s heart has become calloused; they hardly hear
with their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see
with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn,
and I would heal them.” But blessed are your eyes because they see, and
your ears because they hear.
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A. #itEEWVNDEWN (1-5, ¥915:3-8)

B. #ERESTEWN (6-10, ¥FA5:9-11)

C. #iRZEEI2FEL (11-13, ¥9113:14-16)
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