<From August> You have no need to make reservations for attending services.
We ask you to limit your attendance to twice a month.
Sunday Second Service will start at 11:00am (not 11:30)

NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father
before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His
kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the
Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He
spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life
in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>
8/23 Sunday Service | (Japanese) 9:30am-
Service Il (Japanese and English) 11:00am-
8/28 Friday PAWS (Praise and Worship Service, No Message)
8:00-9:00pm
<Next week>
8/30 Sunday Service | (Japanese) 9:30am-
Service Il (Japanese and English) 11:00am-
9/4 Friday PAWS (Praise and Worship Service, No Message)

8:00-9:00pm

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
%+ Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
«s+ New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
++ Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
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8/23/2020 (Mark 14:32-42)

When God’s Plan Brings Suffering

Mari lkeda

1. Confide in friends and plead with God to bring an end to the
suffering

2. ”Yet not what | will, but what you will.”

3. Watch Jesus’ suffering

4. Continue to pray with the help of the Holy Spirit
(Romans 8:26-28)

5. The time will come to stand up and go out into the world

Summary

Through his own life and experiences, Jesus taught us that God is
good and that his plans are good even when our hopes have been
dashed and we feel helpless. He also taught us what to do when
we are hopeless and helpless. We are invited to be honest and
straightforward with God regarding our sorrow. The Holy Spirit
helps us grow and change into people who can trust in God. Let us
pray as Jesus prayed in Gethsemane, find God’s plan even in the
midst of suffering, and walk on.

For Discussion

1. When our desires aren’t consistent with God’s plan, how can we
let go of our desire?

2. How can we remain strong and hopeful in difficult, unchanging
circumstances?

32 They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his
disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” 33 He took Peter, James and John
along with him, and he began to be deeply distressed and troubled.
34 “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death,” he
said to them. “Stay here and keep watch.” 35 Going a little farther,
he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might
pass from him. 36 “Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is possible
for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you
will.” 37 Then he returned to his disciples and found them
sleeping. “Simon,” he said to Peter, “are you asleep? Couldn’t you
keep watch for one hour? 38 Watch and pray so that you will not
fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 39
Once more he went away and prayed the same thing. 40 When he
came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were
heavy. They did not know what to say to him. 41 Returning the
third time, he said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting?
Enough! The hour has come. Look, the Son of Man is delivered into
the hands of sinners. 42 Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!”

Romans 8:26-28

26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not
know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes
for us through wordless groans. 27 And he who searches our hearts
knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
God’s people in accordance with the will of God. 28 And we know
that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,
who have been called according to his purpose.
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