NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the
Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made; of the same essence as the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came
down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again, according to the
Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds
from the Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of
the dead, and to life in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>
9/6 Sunday Service | (Japanese) 9:30am-
Service Il (Japanese and English) 11:00am-
9/11 Friday PAWS (Praise and Worship Service, No Message)
8:00-9:00pm
<Next week>
9/13 Sunday Service | (Japanese) 9:30am-
Service Il (Japanese and English) 11:00am-
9/18 Friday PAWS (Praise and Worship Service, No Message)

8:00-9:00pm

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
«¢+ Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
«+ New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
++ Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
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September 6, 2020 (Mark 14:43-52)
Finding Qurselves at the Scene of Jesus’ Arrest
Mari Ikeda

A. Finding ourselves at the scene of Jesus’ arrest

1. Judas: shallowness and inability to imagine others’ suffering

2. The crowd: following those in authority out of thoughtless curiosity and a
misguided sense of justice

3. The disciples: overlooking injustice as a result of cowardice and self-protection

4. The naked young man: fleeing the scene once he was exposed

B. And yet, Jesus has prepared a dwelling for us (2 Corinthians
5:5-1)

Summary

The scene of Jesus’ arrest reflects the reality of our world. We are
all shallow like Judas, careless like the crowd, cowardly like the
disciple, and when we are exposed for who we truly are, we run
away. And yet despite our flaws, Jesus wants us to be vessels of
God’s love in this world. As the Holy Spirit renews us from within
and guides us, let us become people who love one another and our
world.

For Discussion
1. What does the scene of Jesus’ arrest look like in our hearts and

in our world today?
2. What can we do to be changed and to change our world?

43 Just as he was speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, appeared.
With him was a crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the
chief priests, the teachers of the law, and the elders. 44 Now the
betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the
man; arrest him and lead him away under guard.” 45 Going at
once to Jesus, Judas said, “Rabbi!” and kissed him. 46 The men
seized Jesus and arrested him. 47 Then one of those standing near
drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off
his ear. 48 “Am I leading a rebellion,” said Jesus, “that you have
come out with swords and clubs to capture me? 49 Every day I
was with you, teaching in the temple courts, and you did not arrest
me. But the Scriptures must be fulfilled.” 50 Then everyone
deserted him and fled. 51 A young man, wearing nothing but a
linen garment, was following Jesus. When they seized him, 52 he
fled naked, leaving his garment behind.

(II Corinthians 5:1-5) 1 For we know that if the earthly tent we live
in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in
heaven, not built by human hands. 2 Meanwhile we groan, longing
to be clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling, 3 because when
we are clothed, we will not be found naked. 4 For while we are in
this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to
be unclothed but to be clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling,
so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5 Now the one
who has fashioned us for this very purpose is God, who has given
us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.
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