NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the
Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made; of the same essence as the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came
down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again, according to the
Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds
from the Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of
the dead, and to life in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>
10/4 Sunday Service | (Japanese) 9:30am-
Service Il (Japanese and English) 11:00am-
10/9 Friday PAWS (Praise and Worship Service, No Message) 8:00-9:00pm
<Next week>

10/11 Sunday Service | (Japanese) 9:30am-
Service Il (Japanese and English) 11:00am-

10/16 Friday PAWS (Praise and Worship Service, No Message) 8:00-9:00pm

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
+% Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
«+ New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
++ Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
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October 4, 2020 Luke 15:11-32 (The Return of the Prodigal Son by Henri Nouwen)

Let’s Return Home  wari ikeda

1. The younger son’s return

a. Leaving home (11-13)

b. Wandering further and further away from home (13-16)

c. The decision to return home (17-20a)

d. The joyful father’s welcome (20b-24)

2. The elder son’s return
a. Jealousy and rage (25-30)

b. The father simply wanted his elder son to rejoice with him
(31-32)

3. When Jesus ”left home”

4. Let’s return home

Summary

God loves each of us as his precious child. We constantly doubt his love, needing to
prove to ourselves that we are worthy of love. When we are not loved by other
people, we despair because we feel that we are unlovable and unworthy. Jesus left
his home, his Father’s house, in order to come find and rescue us from our despair.
Jesus teaches us how to return home. We have a home to which we must return.
The God who knows everything about us is always waiting for us to return to him.

For Discussion

1. Which brother do you relate to more?
2. Why do we doubt God’s love and insist on leaving home?

11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said
to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.” So he divided his property
between them. 13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set
off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he
had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he
began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that
country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach
with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 17 “When he
came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to
spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father
and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no
longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.” 20
So he got up and went to his father. “But while he was still a long way off, his
father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his
arms around him and kissed him. 21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned
against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” 22
“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him.
Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it.
Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive
again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.

25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he
heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what
was going on. 27 ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed
the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.” 28 “The older brother
became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. 29
But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and
never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could
celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your
property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!” 31 “‘My
son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32
But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is
alive again; he was lost and is found.’”

“Faith is the radical trust that home has always been there and always will be
there” (The Return of the Prodigal Son by Henri Nouwen)
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