NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father
before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His
kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the
Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He
spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life
in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>
11/1 Sunday Service | (Japanese) 9:30am-
Service Il (Japanese and English) 11:00am-
11/6 Friday PAWS (Praise and Worship Service, No Message) 8:00-9:00pm
<Next week>
11/8 Sunday Service | (Japanese) 9:30am-
Service Il (Japanese and English) 11:00am-
11/13 Friday PAWS (Praise and Worship Service, No Message) 8:00-9:00pm

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
«¢+ Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
+s+ New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
+s+ Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
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November 1, 2020 (Mark 15:21-41)

Jesus Died in Our Place and Now We Live in His Place
Mari Ikeda

A. Jesus’ death
1. Excluded from society (21-27)

2. Everything about his life was repudiated (29-32)

3. Abandoned by God (33-34)

4. Left to die (35-37)

B. The God who died in our place

1. ”The curtain of the temple was torn in two” (38)

2. It was all part of God’s plan

3. The promise of resurrection

C. We live in Jesus’ place

1. Like Simon, the man from Cyrene (21)

2. Like the centurion (39)

3. Like the women (40-41)

Summary

Jesus experienced isolation on the cross. As he faced unbelievable physical
suffering he was excluded from society, his way of life was repudiated,
and all of his friends deserted him. It felt as though God did not exist, and
even if he did, that he was indifferent to Jesus’ suffering. Jesus went
through all of this so that we would not have to experience the same. No
matter what the circumstance, God will never abandon us or leave us to
suffer alone. He suffers with us and grieves with us. Jesus died in our place
and we have been called to live in his.

For Discussion

1. Because of Jesus’ cross, we no longer have to live in despair. Why, then,
do we still despair from time to time? How can we encourage someone
who is experiencing despair?

2. What, specifically, does it mean to live in Jesus’ place?

21 A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of Alexander and Rufus,
was passing by on his way in from the country, and they forced him to
carry the cross. 22 They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which
means “the place of the skull”). 23 Then they offered him wine mixed with
myrrh, but he did not take it. 24 And they crucified him. Dividing up his
clothes, they cast lots to see what each would get. 25 It was nine in the
morning when they crucified him. 26 The written notice of the charge
against him read: THE KING OF THE JEWS. 27 They crucified two rebels
with him, one on his right and one on his left. [ 28 ]

29 Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and
saying, “So! You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three
days, 30 come down from the cross and save yourself!” 31 In the same
way the chief priests and the teachers of the law mocked him among
themselves. “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! 32
Let this Messiah, this king of Israel, come down now from the cross, that
we may see and believe.” Those crucified with him also heaped insults on
him.

33 At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon. 34 And at three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice,
“Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have
you forsaken me?”).

35 When some of those standing near heard this, they said, “Listen, he’s
calling Elijah.” 36 Someone ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it
on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. “Now leave him alone. Let’s see
if Elijah comes to take him down,” he said. 37 With a loud cry, Jesus
breathed his last.

38 The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.

39 And when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, saw how he
died, he said, “Surely this man was the Son of God!”

40 Some women were watching from a distance. Among them were Mary
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joseph, and
Salome. 41 In Galilee these women had followed him and cared for his
needs. Many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem were
also there.
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