NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the
Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made; of the same essence as the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came
down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again, according to the
Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds
from the Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of
the dead, and to life in the world to come. Amen.

NO PUBLIC SERVICES UNTIL 2/28/2021
ARCHIVE — https://www.youtube.com/c/YourchurchJp/playlists

No Friday PAWS until the state of emergency of coronavirus is lifted!

<This week>
2/21 Sunday Worship Service (Japanese and English) 9:30am-
<Next week>
2/28 Sunday Worship Service (Japanese and English) 9:30am-

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
«¢+ Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
«+ New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
++ Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/

1-10-10 Morino, Machida, Tokyo 194-0022  Pastor: Mari Ikeda, Andy Nagahara
Phone: 042-812-8851 e-mail: contact@yourchurch.jp
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“The difference between me and you is
you use scripture to determine what love means
and | use love to determine what scripture means.”
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February 21, 2021 (Romans 1:18-32)

Let’s Read the Bible
From Jesus’ Perspective mariikeda

A. What Paul wanted to say

1. Theme: All people are sinful (18)
2. Idol worship is the sin we all have in common (19-23)

3. As a result, human society is full of evil (24-32)

B. The insights that are revealed when we read from Jesus’
perspective

1. Misunderstanding: God is angry with us and is deliberately causing us
to sin (18, 24, 26, 28)

2. Misunderstanding: We can understand God through nature and our
own conscience (19-20)

3. Error: Homosexuality as sin (26-27)

Summary

The Bible teaches us about God and what it means to live a life of
faith, but it is not God in and of itself. The Bible is God’s word
revealed through human beings. Because it has been revealed through
people, it is bound by time and culture and the authors’ own values
and prejudices. On top of that, we, the readers of the Bible, have the
same limitations, often layering our erroneous interpretations on top
of the authors’ errors. When we read the Bible, it is important to read
it from Jesus’ perspective as much as possible.

For Discussion

1. How can we move closer to adopting Jesus’ perspective?

2. How should we respond to those who condemn homosexuality
based on verses 26-27

18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the
godlessness and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by
their wickedness,

19 since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God
has made it plain to them. 20 For since the creation of the world
God’ s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have
been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that
people are without excuse.

21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor
gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish
hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they
became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for
images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals
and reptiles.

24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts
to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another.
25 They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and
served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised.
Amen.

26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their
women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. 27 In
the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women
and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed shameful
acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for
their error.

28 Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the
knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that
they do what ought not to be done. 29 They have become filled with
every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of
envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30
slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent
ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 31 they have no
understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy. 32 Although they know
God’ s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death,
they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of
those who practice them.
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