We will resume our onsite services from April
If the state of emergency of coronavirus is lifted on March 21st.
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NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the
Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made; of the same essence as the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came
down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again, according to the
Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds
from the Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of
the dead, and to life in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>
3/21 Sunday Worship Service (Japanese and English) 9:30am-
<Next week>
3/28 Sunday Worship Service (Japanese and English) 9:30am-

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
+% Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
+s+ New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
+» Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
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3/21/2021 (Romans 2:17-29)

The Sign Engraved on Our Heart

A. Faith is not morality (17-24)

B. Faith is not a religious ritual (25-29)

C. What is faith? (28-29)

Mari lkeda

Summary

Oftentimes, we find ourselves being more conscious of the eyes of the
people around us rather than how God--who is invisible--sees us.
Consequently, we become focused on leading a moral life and observing
religious rituals, judging others by their outward behavior as well. What
God desires is not that we become better than other people or that we
justify ourselves before him. He wants us to accept our limitations and to
accept the truth that only God can save us.

For Discussion
1. Why are we prone to hypocrisy?
2. What does unhypocritical (complete) faith look like?

17 Now you, if you call yourself a Jew; if you rely on the law and boast in
God; 18 if you know his will and approve of what is superior because you
are instructed by the law; 19 if you are convinced that you are a guide for
the blind, a light for those who are in the dark, 20 an instructor of the
foolish, a teacher of little children, because you have in the law the
embodiment of knowledge and truth— 21 you, then, who teach others,
do you not teach yourself? You who preach against stealing, do you
steal? 22 You who say that people should not commit adultery, do you
commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 23 You who
boast in the law, do you dishonor God by breaking the law? 24 As it is
written: “God’s name is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of
you.”

25 Circumcision has value if you observe the law, but if you break the
law, you have become as though you had not been circumcised. 26 So
then, if those who are not circumcised keep the law’s requirements, will
they not be regarded as though they were circumcised? 27 The one who
is not circumcised physically and yet obeys the law will condemn you
who, even though you have the written code and circumcision, are a
lawbreaker. 28 A person is not a Jew who is one only outwardly, nor is
circumcision merely outward and physical. 29 No, a person is a Jew who
is one inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the
Spirit, not by the written code. Such a person’s praise is not from other
people, but from God.
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