We will resume our onsite services from April 2nd
(Good Friday Special PAWS)

NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father
before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His
kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the
Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He
spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life
in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>
3/28 Sunday Online Worship Service (Japanese and English) 9:30am-
Online Communion (after the worship service)

4/2 Friday Onsite! Good Friday Special PAWS 8:00pm-
<Next week>
4/4 Sunday Easter Service | (Japanese) 9:30am-

Easter Service Il (Japanese and English) 11:00am-
4/9 Friday PAWS (Praise and Worship Service) 8:00pm-

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
+3+ Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
+2+ New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
«% Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
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3/28/2021 Palm Sunday

Meditations for Passion Week 2021

Andy Nagahara

3/28 Palm Sunday (Matthew 21 :1—5} )
Jesus enters Jerusalem riding on a donkey colt

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go to the village ahead
of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her.
Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, tell him
that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.” This took
place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: "Say to the
Daughter of Zion, 'See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

3/29 Cleansing the Temple (Matthew 21:12-13)
The House of the God should not be a
marketplace

Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all who were buying and
selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the
benches of those selling doves. "It is written,” he said to them, "My house
will be called a house of prayer,” but you are making it a '"den of robbers.’

3/30 The Quest_ion of Authority (I\/\gtthew 21:23-27)
The authority God has given to you

Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief
priests and the elders of the people came to him. "By what authority are
you doing these things?” they asked. "And who gave you this authority?”

Jesus replied, I will also ask you one guestion. If you answer me, | will
tell you by what authority | am doing these things. John’s baptism--where
did it come from? Was it from heaven, or from men?” They discussed it
among themselves and said, "If we say, 'From heaven,” he will ask, 'Then
why didn’t you believe him?’ But if we say, 'From men’--we are afraid of
the people, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” So they answered
Jesus, "We don’t know.” Then he said, "Neither will | tell you by what
authority | am doing these things.

3/31 The Day of Anoir]ting with Perfume (Matthew 26:6-13)
We should not judge others by our own standards

While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of a man known as Simon the
Leper, a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very expensive
perfume, which she poured on his head as he was reclining at the table.
When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. "Why this waste?” they
asked. "This perfume could have been sold at a high price and the money
given to the poor.” Aware of this, Jesus said to them, "Why are you
bothering this woman? She has done a beautiful thing to me. The poor
you will always have with you, but you will not always have me. When
she poured this perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for burial. |
tell you the truth, wherever this gospel is preached throughout the world,
what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.”

4{1 Foot Washing Thursday/The Last Supper (John 13:1-15)
Live as servants, serving one another

Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that
he had come from God and was returning to God; so he got up from the
meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist.
After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’
feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. He came
to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”
Jesus replied, "You do not realize now what | am doing, but later you will



understand.””No,” said Peter, "you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus
answered, "Unless | wash you, you have no part with me.” (3-8)

"You call me "Teacher’ and ’Lord,” and rightly so, for that is what | am.
Now that |, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
should wash one another’s feet. | have set you an example that you
should do as | have done for you. (13-15)

4/2 The Day of Passion (Matthew 26:69-75, Luke 23:32-43)
Let us take up Jesus’ cross

Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to
him. "You also were with Jesus of Galilee,” she said. But he denied it
before them all. "I don’t know what you're talking about,” he said. Then
he went out to the gateway, where another girl saw him and said to the
people there, "This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth.” He denied it
again, with an oath: ”I don’t know the man!” After a little while, those
standing there went up to Peter and said, "Surely you are one of them, for
your accent gives you away.” Then he began to call down curses on
himself and he swore to them, ”I don’t know the man!” Immediately a
rooster crowed. Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken:
"Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” And he went
outside and wept bitterly. (Matthew 26:69-75)

Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be
executed. When they came to the place called the Skull, there they
crucified him, along with the criminals--one on his right, the other on his
left. Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are
doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. The people stood
watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, "He saved
others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.”
The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine
vinegar and said, "If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” There
was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE
JEWS. One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: "Aren’t
you the Christ? Save yourself and us!” But the other criminal rebuked him.
"Don’'t you fear God,” he said, "since you are under the same sentence?
We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But
this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, "Jesus, remember me

when you come into your kingdom. ” Jesus answered him, ”| tell you the
truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:32-43)

4/3 Black Saturday (1 Peter 3:1 8-_20, 4:63) o
Jesus preached to the imprisoned spirits

For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to
bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the
Spirit, through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison
who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah
while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were
saved through water, (3:18-20)

For this is the reason the gospel was preached even to those who are
now dead, so that they might be judged according to men in regard to
the body, but live according to God in regard to the spirit. (4:6)

Summary

Passion week starts today. Let’s spend this week meditating on and
accompanying the Lord on Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, his death on the
cross, and his burial in the tomb. Let us commit once again to walking
with the Lord as we pray and meditate on his word.

For Discussion

1) What aspects of passion week, apart from the cross, stand out to you?
Why?
2) What emotions do you feel when you think about the cross?
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