NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father
before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His
kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the
Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He
spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life
in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>

6/27 Sunday Online Service (Japanese and English) 9:30-10:30 am
<Next week> On-site and Online services

7/4 Sunday

First Service (Japanese) 9:30-10:30

Second Service (Japanese and English) 11:00 - 12:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
«%+ Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
«+ New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
+3+ Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
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June 27, 2021 (Romans 6:1-14)

We’re No Longer Ruled by Sin, but Under
the Reign of God Mari Ikeda

A. We remain in sin (1-2)

B. Jesus made us new

1. The old "us” died with Jesus (3-7)

2. New life is ours even if it doesn’t feel like reality (8-11)

C. We are no longer slaves to sin, but servants of God (12-14)

Summary

Because Jesus died on the cross to free us from sin, sin and death no
longer have power over us. We struggle to own this reality and feel as
though we’re still struggling in sin, but in truth, we are no longer
controlled by sin. God is the one who controls our lives and we have
been given new life as a friend who abides in him.

For Discussion
1. What is the meaning of baptism in verses 3-47?
2. Is there anything we can do to free ourselves from sin?

1 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may
increase? 2 By no means! We are those who have died to sin; how can
we live in it any longer?

3 Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him
through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from
the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 5
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly
also be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 For we know that our
old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be
done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin — 7 because
anyone who has died has been set free from sin.

8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9
For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die
again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10 The death he died, he
died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 In the
same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its
evil desires. 13 Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of
wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who have been
brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an
instrument of righteousness. 14 For sin shall no longer be your master,
because you are not under the law, but under grace.
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