NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father
before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His
kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the
Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He
spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life
in the world to come. Amen.

We will have only ONLINE service (9:30-10:30) from July 18th
because of the state of emergency will be declared again(7/12-)!

<This week>
7/11 Sunday
First Service (Japanese) 9:30-10:30
Second Service (Japanese and English) 11:00 - 12:30

<Next week>
7/18 Sunday
ONLINE Service (Japanese and English) 9:30-10:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
+2+ Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
+2+ New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
+%+ Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
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July 11, 2021 (Romans 6:15-23)
Captivated by Jesus marilkeda

A. We have one of two choices: Being slaves to sin or slaves of
God (15-16)

B. We are no longer slaves to sin (17-18)
. "The pattern of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance”

_

2. ”You have come to obey from your heart”

C. What it means to be slaves of God (19-23)
1. ”I am using an example from everyday life”

2. Reject "impurity and wickedness” and embrace
"holiness” (John 13:12-17)

Summary

It is impossible to free ourselves from the power of sin. We all want to
live in freedom and we deceive ourselves into thinking that we are free by
making ourselves our own gods when in reality, we are under the power
of sin. True freedom comes from knowing God’s love, trusting in God
rather than trusting ourselves, and giving our lives over to him. Please
know God’s love through Jesus and be captive to him. Jesus will guide us
to where we should go, give us strength for the journey, and walk with us
for eternity.

For Discussion
1. What does it mean that we are no longer slaves to sin?
2. What does it mean to be "holy”?

15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under
grace? By no means! 16 Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves
to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey —
whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience,
which leads to righteousness?

17 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you
have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now
claimed your allegiance. 18 You have been set free from sin and have
become slaves to righteousness.

19 | am using an example from everyday life because of your human
limitations. Just as you used to offer yourselves as slaves to impurity and
to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer yourselves as slaves to
righteousness leading to holiness. 20 When you were slaves to sin, you
were free from the control of righteousness. 21 What benefit did you reap
at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result
in death! 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have
become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the
result is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. repay us according to our iniquities.
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