NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father
before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His
kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the
Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He
spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life
in the world to come. Amen.

We have no onsite meetings
until the state of emergency is lifted.

<This week>
7/25 Sunday
Online Service (Japanese and English) 9:30 - 10:30

<Next week>
8/1 Sunday
Online Service (Japanese and English) 9:30 - 10:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
+%+ Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
+2+ New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
+3+ Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
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7/25/2021 (Luke 17:20-21; Mark 4:26-29, 30-32)

The Kingdom of God and Social
Welfare mariikeda

20 Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God
would come, Jesus replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God is not
something that can be observed, 21 nor will people say, ‘Here it is,” or
‘There it is,” because the kingdom of God is in your midst.” (Luke
17:20-21)

26 “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the
ground. 27 Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts
and grows, though he does not know how. 28 All by itself the soil
produces grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the
head. 29 As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the
harvest has come.” (Mark 4:26-29)

30 “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall
we use to describe it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest
of all seeds on earth. 32 Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the
largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds can
perch in its shade.” (Mark 4:30-32)

Summary

| work three days a week at a shelter that was established by the Public
Assistance Act. It is a facility that provides housing for people who have
lost their home to various different circumstances including illness and
domestic violence. Through this experience, I've realized my own lack of
power and the limitations of people helping other people, of the
Japanese social security system, and what people can actually do for
people in need. Even so, God makes his presence known and reminds
me, "I am here” in unexpected ways. | find God in the smiles of those who
have been unable to smile for a time and in the ability of people to open
up and share their struggles. These are small but sure signs of God’s love.
It is where we find the seeds of the kingdom of God.

For Discussion
What does the “kingdom of God” mean to you? When do you sense the
kingdom of God?
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