NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father
before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His
kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the
Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He
spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life
in the world to come. Amen.

We have no onsite meetings
until the state of emergency is lifted.

<This week>
8/22 Sunday
Online Service (Japanese and English) 9:30-10:30

<Next week>
8/29 Sunday
Online Service (Japanese and English) 9:30-10:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
+%+ Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
«+ New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
+3+ Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
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8/22/2021 Romans 7:7-25

We Cannot Save Qurselves Marilkeda

A. Human conscience and morals cannot save

1. If there are no rules, there is no deviation from rules (7)

2. Are people just wired to want to break rules? (8-11)

3. Rules are not at fault. We are. (12-13)

B. Effort and determination cannot save (14-25)

1. We cannot follow rules even if we want to

2. So, what should we do?

Summary

Regardless of faith, human beings all have ideas about morality. And yet
no one can consistently follow a system of morals or even our own
conscience. Human beings continue to do evil rather than good, whether
it is to ourselves or to other people. This problem cannot be overcome
by sheer effort or willpower. We need to have the courage to reject the
fallacy that we can save ourselves, and instead, turn to something outside
of ourselves for the salvation we seek.

For Discussion

1. Share an experience in which you felt like you were beyond saving?
2. What problems do you have and where (whom) do you turn to for
help?

7 What shall we say, then? Is the law sinful? Certainly not! Nevertheless, |
would not have known what sin was had it not been for the law. For |
would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not said,
“You shall not covet.”

8 But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment,
produced in me every kind of coveting. For apart from the law, sin was
dead. 9 Once | was alive apart from the law; but when the
commandment came, sin sprang to life and | died. 10 | found that the
very commandment that was intended to bring life actually brought
death. 11 For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment,
deceived me, and through the commandment put me to death.

12 So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous and
good. 13 Did that which is good, then, become death to me? By no
means! Nevertheless, in order that sin might be recognized as sin, it used
what is good to bring about my death, so that through the
commandment sin might become utterly sinful.

14 We know that the law is spiritual; but | am unspiritual, sold as a slave
to sin. 15 | do not understand what | do. For what | want to do | do not
do, but what | hate | do. 16 And if | do what | do not want to do, | agree
that the law is good. 17 As it is, it is no longer | myself who do it, but it is
sin living in me. 18 For | know that good itself does not dwell in me, that
is, in my sinful nature. For | have the desire to do what is good, but |
cannot carry it out. 19 For | do not do the good | want to do, but the evil
| do not want to do—this | keep on doing. 20 Now if | do what | do not
want to do, it is no longer | who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.
21 So | find this law at work: Although | want to do good, evil is right
there with me. 22 For in my inner being | delight in God’s law; 23 but |
see another law at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind
and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. 24 What a
wretched man | am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to
death? 25 Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our
Lord! So then, | myself in my mind am a slave to God’s law, but in my
sinful nature a slave to the law of sin.
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