NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father
before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His
kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the
Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He
spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life
in the world to come. Amen.

We have no onsite meetings
until the state of emergency is lifted.

<This week>
9/19 Sunday
Online Service (Japanese and English) 9:30-10:30

<Next week>
9/26 Sunday
Online Service (Japanese and English) 9:30-10:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
+%+ Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
«+ New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
+3+ Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
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9/19/2021 Romans 8:12-17
The Work of the Holy Spirit 2:

Making Us God’s Children  Mari Ikeda

A. Our consciousness is necessary (12-13)

B. What the Holy Spirit teaches us (14-16)

1. The love of God, calling us as His children (Hosea 11:1)

2. To trust God and call Him our father (Mark 14:32-36)

C. We are co-heirs of this world with Jesus (17)

Summary

We are God’s children loved so dearly by Him that He sacrificed His own
life for us and desired us to live with Him eternally beyond our physical
death. However, we easily doubt God and lose sight of Him, without the
help of the Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit, who always reminds us of
God’s love and enables us to trust Him intimately.

For Discussion
1. What can we do in order to be led by the Holy Spirit?
2. What privilege and responsibility do we have as God’s children?

For children (For parents)

Because there are various forms of family in our society, and also there
are various feelings toward “fathers,” | don’t think we need to force
ourselves to call God our “father.” But everyone knows by one’s own
experience of being a child once that a child cannot survive without
adults’ supports. Perhaps we can say that God is a “good adult,” who
always cares us as His own children, helps us in our troubles, rejoices
with us in our happiness, and corrects us when we make mistakes. Talk
with your children that both adults and kids need such “good
adult”namely God.

12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to
the flesh, to live according to it. 13 For if you live according to the flesh,
you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the
body, you will live.

14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15
The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear
again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to
sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies
with our spirit that we are God’s children.

17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs —heirs of God and co-heirs
with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also
share in his glory.

(Hosea 11:1) “When Israel was a child, | loved him, and out of Egypt |
called my son.”

(Mark 14:32-36) 32 They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus
said to his disciples, “Sit here while | pray.” 33 He took Peter, James and
John along with him, and he began to be deeply distressed and troubled.
34 “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death,” he said
to them. “Stay here and keep watch.” 35 Going a little farther, he fell to
the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might pass from him. 36
“Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is possible for you. Take this cup
from me. Yet not what | will, but what you will.”
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