NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father
before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His
kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the
Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He
spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life
in the world to come. Amen.

We have no onsite meetings
until the state of emergency is lifted.

<This week>
9/26 Sunday
Online Service (Japanese and English) 9:30-10:30

<Next week>
10/3 Sunday
Online Service (Japanese and English) 9:30-10:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
+%+ Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
«+ New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
+3+ Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
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9/26/2021 Psalm 106

Let’s Trust in the Word of the Lord and Sing His Praise
Andy Nagahara

Q.SWhat is the reason we have been brought together? (1-5, 47,

B. Our identity
1. Monday We forget the great mercies of God (6-12, Exodus
14:11-15:21)

2. Tuesday Our desires can lead to corruption (13-18, Numbers 11,
16:12-35)

3. Wednesday We are prone to idol worship (19-23, Exodus 32)

4. Thursday  We struggle with listening and obeying (24-31, Numbers
14:1-35, 25:1-3)

5. Friday In our anxiety, we complain (32-39, Numbers 20)

6. Saturday We fail time and time again (40-48, Ezra 9:1-9)

Summary

The Old Testament was not written with us in mind as the audience so there are
passages that don’t apply directly to our circumstance. There are even passages
that contradict the teachings of Jesus. God gave us this text as a way to reveal and
introduce himself to us. As we read the Old Testament through the lens of our
society and through the life and teachings of Jesus, it offers guidance to our lives in
the 21st century.

For Discussion

1. What did you learn from the Israelites’ attitude toward God?

2. How do you interpret the command to destroy the people of the surrounding
lands?

Praise the LORD. Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.
Who can proclaim the mighty acts of the LORD or fully declare his praise? Blessed
are they who maintain justice, who constantly do what is right. Remember me, O
LORD, when you show favor to your people, come to my aid when you save them,
that | may enjoy the prosperity of your chosen ones, that | may share in the joy of
your nation and join your inheritance in giving praise. (1-5)

We have sinned, even as our fathers did; we have done wrong and acted wickedly.
When our fathers were in Egypt, they gave no thought to your miracles; they did
not remember your many kindnesses, and they rebelled by the sea, the Red Sea.
Yet he saved them for his name’s sake, to make his mighty power known. He
rebuked the Red Sea, and it dried up; he led them through the depths as through a
desert. He saved them from the hand of the foe; from the hand of the enemy he
redeemed them. The waters covered their adversaries; not one of them survived.
Then they believed his promises and sang his praise. (6-12)

But they soon forgot what he had done and did not wait for his counsel. In the
desert they gave in to their craving; in the wasteland they put God to the test. So
he gave them what they asked for, but sent a wasting disease upon them. In the
camp they grew envious of Moses and of Aaron, who was consecrated to the
LORD. The earth opened up and swallowed Dathan; it buried the company of
Abiram. Fire blazed among their followers; a flame consumed the wicked. (13-18)

At Horeb they made a calf and worshiped an idol cast from metal. They
exchanged their Glory for an image of a bull, which eats grass. They forgot the
God who saved them, who had done great things in Egypt, miracles in the land of
Ham and awesome deeds by the Red Sea. So he said he would destroy them-- had
not Moses, his chosen one, stood in the breach before him to keep his wrath from
destroying them. (19-23)

Then they despised the pleasant land; they did not believe his promise. They
grumbled in their tents and did not obey the LORD. So he swore to them with
uplifted hand that he would make them fall in the desert, make their descendants
fall among the nations and scatter them throughout the lands. They yoked
themselves to the Baal of Peor and ate sacrifices offered to lifeless gods; they
provoked the LORD to anger by their wicked deeds, and a plague broke out
among them. But Phinehas stood up and intervened, and the plague was checked.
'(I'ZhAirs3\1/\;as credited to him as righteousness for endless generations to come.

By the waters of Meribah they angered the LORD, and trouble came to Moses
because of them; for they rebelled against the Spirit of God, and rash words came
from Moses’ lips. They did not destroy the peoples as the LORD had commanded
them, but they mingled with the nations and adopted their customs. They
worshiped their idols, which became a snare to them. They sacrificed their sons
and their daughters to demons. They shed innocent blood, the blood of their sons
and daughters, whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan, and the land was
desecrated by their blood. They defiled themselves by what they did; by their
deeds they prostituted themselves. (32-39)

Therefore the LORD was angry with his people and abhorred his inheritance. He
handed them over to the nations, and their foes ruled over them. Their enemies
oppressed them and subjected them to their power. Many times he delivered
them, but they were bent on rebellion and they wasted away in their sin. But he
took note of their distress when he heard their cry; for their sake he remembered
his covenant and out of his great love he relented. He caused them to be pitied by
all who held them captive. Save us, O LORD our God, and gather us from the
nations, that we may give thanks to your holy name and glory in your praise. Praise
be to the LORD, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. Let all the
people say, "Amen!” Praise the LORD. (40-48)
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