NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father
before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His
kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the
Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He
spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life
in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>
10/31 Sunday
Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:00

<Next week>
11/7 Sunday
Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:00

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
«%+ Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
+2+ New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
+3+ Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
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October 31, 2021 (Romans 9:1-13)
The Mystery of God’s Choice (Part 1) mari lkeda

A. The reality that the people chosen by God are rejecting God
(1-5, Deuteronomy 7:6-8)

B. A choice based on promises, not ethnicity or kinship (6-9)

1. God chose Isaac, not Ishmael

2. Ishmael, who was not chosen

C. A choice that does not depend on human behavior (10-13)

1. God chose Jacob, not Esau

2. Esau, who was not chosen

D. What does God choose us for?

Summary

The only way we can live our lives believing Jesus as Lord is by God’s will
and his plan. Our background, personality, and past experiences do not
matter and the standards and values of human society do not matter
when it comes to God’s choice. God’s choice might seem unilateral and
even unfair by our standards, but in his choice we see his love and
faithfulness.

For Discussion

1) What do you think about the fact that Ishmael and Esau were not
chosen?

2) What is "God’s choice”?

(Deuteronomy 7:6-8) For you are a people holy to the LORD your God.
The LORD your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of
the earth to be his people, his treasured possession. The LORD did not
set his affection on you and choose you because you were more
numerous than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples. But
it was because the LORD loved you and kept the oath he swore to your
ancestors that he brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you
from the land of slavery, from the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt.

1 | speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it
through the Holy Spirit— 2 | have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in
my heart. 3 For | could wish that | myself were cursed and cut off from
Christ for the sake of my people, those of my own race, 4 the people of
Israel. Theirs is the adoption to sonship; theirs the divine glory, the
covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises.
5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry
of the Messiah, who is God over all, forever praised! Amen.

6 It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are
descended from Israel are Israel. 7 Nor because they are his descendants
are they all Abraham’s children. On the contrary, “It is through Isaac that
your offspring will be reckoned.” 8 In other words, it is not the children
by physical descent who are God’s children, but it is the children of the
promise who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring. 9 For this was how
the promise was stated: “At the appointed time | will return, and Sarah
will have a son.”

10 Not only that, but Rebekah’s children were conceived at the same
time by our father Isaac. 11 Yet, before the twins were born or had done
anything good or bad —in order that God’s purpose in election might
stand: 12 not by works but by him who calls—she was told, “The older
will serve the younger.” 13 Just as it is written: “Jacob | loved, but Esau |
hated.”
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