There are no ON-SITE services from January 16th
until further notice! Because of the Omicron surge
ON-LINE site— https://www.facebook.com/yourchurchjapan

NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father
before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His
kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the
Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He
spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life
in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>
1716
On-line Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:00

<Next week>
1/23
On-line Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:00

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
«%+ Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
«%+ New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
+3+ Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/

1-10-10 Morino, Machida, Tokyo 194-0022  Pastor: Mari Ikeda, Andy Nagahara
Phone: 042-812-8851 e-mail: contact@yourchurch.jp
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<FvS«VEkE> https://yourchurch.jp/wpj/offerings/
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January 16, 2022 (Ecclesiastes, Matthew 16:25-26, others)

The Joy of Living Taught by Jesus and
the Author of Ecclesiastes mariikeda

A. The meaning of life taught by the author of Ecclesiastes

1. Life is short and we are small (1:1-11)

2. And yet, life is a gift from God (3:12-13)

B. The joy of living that Jesus teaches

1. Do we need to lose our life for Jesus? (Matthew 16:25-26)

2. Life with Jesus as our best friend

Summary

The book of Ecclesiastes in the Old Testament teaches us that our lives
are short, we are small, and therefore, we need to appreciate the
ordinary in our lives. As we live in this world, there are times when we
suffer to the point of losing the ordinary and our happiness is threatened.
Even so, Jesus teaches us how to live in joy and hope all the way to the
end of our lives: to invite him to be our best friend.

For Discussion

1. What can you say or do for someone who is experiencing despair?
2. What is the joy of living that Jesus gives us?

1 The words of the Teacher, son of David, king in Jerusalem:

2 “Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the Teacher. “Utterly meaningless!
Everything is meaningless.”

3 What do people gain from all their labors at which they toil under the
sun?

4 Generations come and generations go, but the earth remains forever.

5 The sun rises and the sun sets, and hurries back to where it rises.

6 The wind blows to the south and turns to the north; round and round it
goes, ever returning on its course.

7 All streams flow into the sea, yet the sea is never full. To the place the
streams come from, there they return again.

8 All things are wearisome, more than one can say. The eye never has
enough of seeing, nor the ear its fill of hearing.

9 What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again;
there is nothing new under the sun.

10 Is there anything of which one can say, “Look! This is something new”?
It was here already, long ago; it was here before our time.

11 No one remembers the former generations, and even those yet to
come will not be remembered by those who follow them. (Ecclesiastes
1:1-11)

12 | know that there is nothing better for people than to be happy and to
do good while they live. 13 That each of them may eat and drink, and
find satisfaction in all their toil—this is the gift of God. (Ecclesiastes
3:12-13)

For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their
life for me will find it. What good will it be for someone to gain the whole
world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for
their soul? (Matthew 16:25-26)

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man
found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and
bought that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking
for fine pearls. When he found one of great value, he went away and sold
everything he had and bought it. (Matthew 13:44-46)
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NBZLFn, BOHDALZE /ISIZHEDMDALZIZE>T/ B0ViEIXh
5230, (ANl h:1-11)
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