NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father
before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His
kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the
Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He
spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life
in the world to come. Amen.

<This week> Palm Sunday
4/10 First Service (Japanese/FaceBook Live) 9:30-10:30
Second Service (Japanese and English/FaceBook Live)
11:00-12:30
<Next week> Easter Sunday
4/17 First Service (Japanese/FaceBook Live) 9:30-10:30
Second Service (Japanese and English/FaceBook Live)
11:00-12:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
«¢+ Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
+2+ New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
+3+ Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
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April 10, 2022 (Palm Sunday) Luke 22:31-34
Why Doesn’t God Take Away Our Suffering?
Mari lkeda

A. Suffering makes us mindful of our sin

B. God’s desire

1. The forgiveness of our sins

2. Our understanding of God’s suffering

3. Our suffering is not what God desires

4. For us to overcome suffering and to encourage others

C. Satan (the devil) tempts us to despair

1. That God is weak and powerless

2. Yet, "with God, we live without God” (Dietrich Bonhoeffer)

Summary

In our personal lives and in world events, we can find ourselves
asking why God doesn’t take away our suffering. We despair
when nothing changes despite our fervent prayers and desires.
This is Satan’s (the devil’s) trap. We cannot lose our faith and trust
in the God who became powerless on the cross and entrusted
the world to powerless human beings like us. In the words of
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, “Before God and with God we live without
God.”

For Discussion

1. Why doesn’t God just remove our suffering?
2. Is God powerless in the face of human sin?

31 “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. 32
But | have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And
when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” 33 But he
replied, “Lord, | am ready to go with you to prison and to death.”
34 Jesus answered, “| tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows
today, you will deny three times that you know me.”
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