NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father
before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His
kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the
Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He
spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life
in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>
6/5 First Service (Japanese/FaceBook Live) 9:30-10:30
Communion 10:35-
Second Service (Japanese and English/FaceBook Live)
11:00-12:30
<Next week>
6/12 First Service (Japanese/FaceBook Live) 9:30-10:30
Second Service (Japanese and English/FaceBook Live)
11:00-12:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
«¢+ Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
+2+ New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
+3+ Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
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June 5, 2022 Pentecost Sunday (Acts 1-8, John 14:15-21)

Let Us Rely on the Holy Spirit  mari ikeda

A. We cannot do anything without the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:3-11)

B. The work of the Holy Spirit
1. Supernatural power (Acts 2:1-6)

2. Words that tell others about Jesus (Acts 4:8-13)

3. Tearing down our prejudice (Acts 8-10)

4. Teaches us the love of Jesus (John 14:15-21)

Summary

It is through the work of the Holy Spirit that we can truly accept and rejoice in
God'’s sacrificial love for us and grasp its enormity. The work of the Holy Spirit is
sometimes seen in supernatural events, but more often, we see it in the changes in
our hearts. When we lose sight of God’s love for us or struggle to love other
people, let us rely solely on the Holy Spirit.

For Discussion

1. What are your thoughts and reflections as you read about Pentecost in Acts
chapter 2 or recall supernatural experiences in other churches (e.g. prophecies or
speaking in tongues)?

2. Share about a time the Holy Spirit changed your heart.

Act1:3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing
proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and
spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with
them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift
my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized
with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”

6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going
to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the
times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 After he
said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their
sight. 10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when
suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they
said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been
taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him
go into heaven.”

Acts2: 1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2
Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled
the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues
of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled
them.

5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under
heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment,
because each one heard their own language being spoken.

Acts4:8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of
the people! 9 If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown
to a man who was lame and are being asked how he was healed, 10 then know
this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands
before you healed. 11 Jesus is “‘the stone you builders rejected, which has
become the cornerstone.’” 12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no
other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.” 13
When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were
unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these
men had been with Jesus.

John 14:15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And | will ask the Father, and
he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the
Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor
knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18 | will not
leave you as orphans; | will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me
anymore, but you will see me. Because | live, you also will live. 20 On that day you
will realize that | am in my Father, and you are in me, and | am in you. 21 Whoever
has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves
me will be loved by my Father, and | too will love them and show myself to them.”

John 13:34 “A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so
you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you love one another.”
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