Sunday service in July and August is
only once from 10:00 to 11:30 (Japanese and English)

NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father
before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His
kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the
Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He
spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life
in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>
6/19 First Service (Japanese/FaceBook Live) 9:30-10:30
Second Service (Japanese and English/FaceBook Live)
11:00-12:30
<Next week>
6/26 First Service (Japanese/FaceBook Live) 9:30-10:30
Second Service (Japanese and English/FaceBook Live)
11:00-12:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
+%+ Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
«+ New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
+%+ Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/

1-10-10 Morino, Machida, Tokyo 194-0022  Pastor: Mari Ikeda, Andy Nagahara
Phone: 042-812-8851 e-mail: contact@yourchurch.jp
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<ASA VEkE> https://yourchurch.jp/wpj/offerings/
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June 19, 2022 (Romans 13:1-7, 1 Peter 2:11-17)

Our Attitudes Toward
Authority N eds

A. Paul's intention

1. Those in authority have been given the power to judge what is good
and evil (3-5)

2. God establishes human authority (1-2, 6-7)

B. Living as residents of this world (1 Peter 2:11-17)

Summary

Human authority figures have been established by God to judge what is
good and evil in our world. This is, of course, an imperfect solution for our
imperfect world as only God can truly judge what is good or evil and
lead society where it needs to go. We must not forget that our true home
is the kingdom of God and that he has placed us in this world to manifest
his love and justice. In order to fulfill the role that God has for us, we
must not put too much hope in those in authority nor should we become
apathetic or indifferent.

For Discussion
1. What are the standards for good and evil when it comes to politics?
2. How should we respond to those who use their political power for evil?

1 Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no
authority except that which God has established. The authorities that
exist have been established by God. 2 Consequently, whoever rebels
against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and
those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.

3 For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do
wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do
what is right and you will be commended. 4 For the one in authority is
God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do
not bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s servants, agents of
wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is necessary
to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but
also as a matter of conscience.

6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants,
who give their full time to governing. 7 Give to everyone what you owe
them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect,
then respect; if honor, then honor.

(1Peter 2) 11 Dear friends, | urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain
from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul. 12 Live such good
lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong,
they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 13
Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether
to the emperor, as the supreme authority, 14 or to governors, who are
sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who
do right. 15 For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the
ignorant talk of foolish people. 16 Live as free people, but do not use
your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as God’s slaves. 17 Show proper
respect to everyone, love the family of believers, fear God, honor the
emperor.
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