Sunday service in July and August is
only once from 10:00 to 11:30 (Japanese and English)

NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father
before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His
kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the
Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He
spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life
in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>
8/14 Service (Japanese and English/FaceBook Live) 10:00-11:30

<Next week>
8/21 Service (Japanese and English/FaceBook Live) 10:00-11:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
o Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
+s+ New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
«3+ Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
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August 14, 2022

War and Peace e

A. Jesus, the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9)

B. The peace that Jesus gave

1. How is it different from our expectations? (John 14:27, Luke 12:49-53)

2. Forgiveness of sins

3. Healing for our hearts and bodies

C. The peace that has been entrusted to us

1. The Bible doesn’t teach us about modern wars

2. Is pacifism too easy on human sin?

3. Current issues (Ukraine / Article 9 of the Japanese Constitution)

4. Struggling against our own sin, loving our neighbor, loving our enemies
(John 16:33)

Summary

Jesus came into the world as the "Prince of Peace” and he brought us peace, but
peace is also something that begins in each of our hearts and we play an
important role in bringing peace into the world. True and complete peace and
justice will not fill the earth until the end of the world when human sin will be
defeated once and for all. Rather than living in despair in this knowledge, we need
to determine the best course of action in each situation. If we trust Jesus, we can
love our neighbor and love our enemies without feeling powerless and hopeless
no matter what our situation.

For Discussion

1. Considering Jesus’ teachings, is there such a thing as ”just war*? (e.g Ukraine
defending itself)

2. How is peace in our hearts related to world peace?

2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the
land of deep darkness a light has dawned. 3 You have enlarged the nation and
increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as
warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder. 4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat,
you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the
rod of their oppressor. 5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment
rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. 6 For to us a
child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince
of Peace. 7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He
will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it
with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD
Almighty will accomplish this. (Isaiah 9:2-7)

“Peace | leave with you; my peace | give you. | do not give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” (John 14:27)

“49 | have come to bring fire on the earth, and how | wish it were already kindled!
50 But | have a baptism to undergo, and what constraint | am under until it is
completed! 51 Do you think | came to bring peace on earth? No, | tell you, but
division. 52 From now on there will be five in one family divided against each
other, three against two and two against three. 53 They will be divided, father
against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against
mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-
in-law.” (Luke 12:49-53)

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you
will have trouble. But take heart! | have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)
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