Christmas 2022 and 2023

1.12/24 (Sat.) Candlelight service 7-8:30 PM (Onsite and Facebook live)
2.12/25 (Sun.) The Last Service of 2022

3.1/8 (Sun.) The first Service of 2023 (1/1 No Sunday service)

NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father
before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His
kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the
Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He
spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life
in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>

11/27 The First Sunday of Advent 2022
Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30
Christmas Decoration

<Next week>

12/4 The Second Sunday of Advent 2022
Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30
Communion

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
+%+ Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
«+ New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
«+ Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
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11/27/2022 First Sunday of Advent (Luke 1:5-25)
What Lies Beyond "It Wasn’t Supposed to
be lee ThiS” Mari Ikeda

A. Zechariah and Elizabeth

1. Two people whose lives were characterized by "It wasn’t supposed to
be like this”

2. Did God send these trials?

3. Their son, John the Baptist (Reference: Mark 6:14-29)

B. A God who knows despair

1. Jesus’ life

2. Let’s seek God’s will more than our desires

Summary

In all of our lives, we have moments when we think: "It wasn’t supposed to be like
this,” and we find ourselves feeling powerless and full of despair. When our lives
stray from what we envisioned, we struggle with a sense of loss and grief. If our
only hope is in our situations changing or in our desires being fulfilled, our lives will
be marked by discouragement and disappointment. Our true hope is in the
assurance that God’s love will not change in any situation.

For Discussion

1. When in your life have you thought: "It wasn’t supposed to be like this™?

2. Do you believe that God’s love will not change in any situation? Why can you
believe this? What should you do when you can’t believe this?

5 In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who
belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a
descendant of Aaron. 6 Both of them were righteous in the sight of God, observing
all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly. 7 But they were childless
because Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and they were both very old.

8 Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest
before God, 9 he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to
go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10 And when the time for the
burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were praying outside. 11
Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar
of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with
fear. 13 But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has
been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call him John.
14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth,
15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other
fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is born.
16 He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 And
he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of
the parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—
to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”

18 Zechariah asked the angel, “How can | be sure of this? | am an old man and my
wife is well along in years.” 19 The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. | stand in the
presence of God, and | have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good
news. 20 And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this
happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their
appointed time.” 21 Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and
wondering why he stayed so long in the temple. 22 When he came out, he could
not speak to them. They realized he had seen a vision in the temple, for he kept
making signs to them but remained unable to speak. 23 When his time of service
was completed, he returned home. 24 After this his wife Elizabeth became
pregnant and for five months remained in seclusion. 25 “The Lord has done this for
me,” she said. “In these days he has shown his favor and taken away my disgrace
among the people.”
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