Christmas 2022 and 2023

1.12/24 (Sat.) Candlelight service 7-8:30 PM (Onsite and Facebook live)
2.12/25 (Sun.) The Last Service of 2022

3.1/8 (Sun.) The first Service of 2023 (1/1 No Sunday service)

NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father
before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His
kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the
Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He
spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life
in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>
12/18 The Fourth Sunday of Advent 2022
Christmas Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30

12/24 (Sat.) Candlelight service 7-8:30 PM (Onsite and Facebook live)

<Next week>
12/25 Year-End Service 2022 (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
+%+ Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
«+ New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
+3+ Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/

1-10-10 Morino, Machida, Tokyo 194-0022 Pastor: Mari Ikeda, Andy Nagahara
Phone: 042-812-8851 e-mail: contact@yourchurch.jp
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12/18/2022  The Fourth Sunday of Advent (Luke 2:1-21)

NO Va CanCY! Christmas Message Andy Nagahara

A. The miserable birthday (1-7)

B. The Sign (8-14)

C. Mary Convinced by Shepherds’ Testimony (15-21)

Summary

For about a year after the announcement of the conception by the Holy
Spirit, Mary and Joseph waited in anticipation and anxiety for the child to
be born. The situation of childbirth was so harsh that they could not
believe it was God’s plan, but they were convinced that his birth was the
beginning of God’s great plan by the testimony of the shepherds.

For Discussion
1. What kind of people fits God’s will?
2. What was Mary pondering in her heart?

1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be
taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took
place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to his
own town to register.

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and
line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to
be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there,
the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger,
because there was no room for them in the inn.

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch
over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But
the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. | bring you good news of great
joy that will be for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior
has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you:
You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the
angel, praising God and saying,

14 ”Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.”

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, "Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has told us about.”

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who
was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the
word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But
Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they
had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.

21 On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him, he was named
Jesus, the name the angel had given him before he had been conceived.
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