There is only one Sunday service (10:00 to 11:30)
until further notice.

NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father
before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His
kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the
Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He
spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life
in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>
2/12 Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30

<Next week>
2/19 Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)

«¢+ Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
» New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
» Covenant Class (Membership Class)

0’0

0’0

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
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February 12 2023 (Luke 6:12-26 Yourchurch Covenant)

From Solitude to Community to Ministry

Mari Ikeda

A. Solitude
1. To hear the voice, “You are my beloved”

2 .To answer the question, “Do you love me?”

B. Community
1. To reflect God’s love

2. To forgive each other

3. To celebrate each other

C. Ministry
1. To trust God

2. Not to expect to see fruits

Summary

(* This message is based on Henry Nouwen’s essay in 1995 titled, "Moving from
Solitude to Community to Ministry.”) Members of YourChurch make three pledges
every year: (1) Love God, (2) love each other, and (3) love the world. This means:
(1) being in solitude (know that you are loved by God and decide to love God), (2)
being in community (as those who reflect God’s love despite our imperfection,
forgiving one another, and celebrating one another), and (3) ministering to one
another (understanding our own powerlessness, to trust God’s healing power, and
suffering with those who suffer). Will you become a member and grow together in
the knowledge of God’s love?

For Discussion

1. Out of the three, which do you feel is lacking in your life? How can you change
that?

2. Does YourChurch fulfill point #2 in your life? How do you want to participate in
community as described in point #27?

12 One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the
night praying to God. 13 When morning came, he called his disciples to him and
chose twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles: 14 Simon (whom he
named Peter), his brother Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, 15 Matthew,
Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Simon who was called the Zealot, 16 Judas son
of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.

17 He went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his
disciples was there and a great number of people from all over Judea, from
Jerusalem, and from the coastal region around Tyre and Sidon, 18 who had come
to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. Those troubled by impure spirits
were cured, 19 and the people all tried to touch him, because power was coming
from him and healing them all.

20 Looking at his disciples, he said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the
kingdom of God. 21 Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied.
Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 22 Blessed are you when
people hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and reject your name as
evil, because of the Son of Man. 23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because
great is your reward in heaven. For that is how their ancestors treated the
prophets. 24 But woe to you who are rich, for you have already received your
comfort. 25 Woe to you who are well fed now, for you will go hungry. Woe to you
who laugh now, for you will mourn and weep. 26 Woe to you when everyone
speaks well of you, for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets.
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