NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the
Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made; of the same essence as the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came
down from heaven; he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again, according to the
Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds
from the Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified. He spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of
the dead, and to life in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>
4/23 Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30

<Next week>
4/30 Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
«%+ Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
+2+ New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
«s+ Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
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April 23, 2023 yourchurch is a three-story house (2/3)

2nd Floor: Fellowship of followers of Jesus
Andy Nagahara
A. Shall we dance?
1. The Beginning of yourchurch (Acts 2:44-47)

2. Why is “each other” essential? (Ephesians 2:21,22)

B. To be an open and intimate family
1. Accessible entrances and safe stairs (John 13:34,35)

2. Mini-Church (Matthew18:18-20)

Summary

Jesus clearly puts "loving one another” as the second priority. But that
intimacy, as Jesus demonstrated through His own earthly walk, is not
something that makes us closed off, but rather makes us open. To live in
the likeness of Jesus, it is important to follow the words of Jesus, not the
culture or traditions, and to enjoy the "practice of loving” and not to
neglect it.

For Discussion

1. In what sense is a church like a dance class?

2. What else can we do to keep our openness and intimacy besides mini-
church?

All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 Selling
their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46
Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They
broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere
hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the
Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. (Acts
2:44-47)

In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy
temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to
become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. (Ephesians 2:21,22)

”A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so
you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my
disciples, if you love one another.” (John 13:34,35)

”| tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. ”Again, | tell
you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be
done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three come
together in my name, there am | with them.” (Matthew18:18-20)
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