NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father
before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His
kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the
Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He
spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life
in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>

6/4 Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30
Communion (After the service)
Chapel and Hall Cleaning

<Next week>
6/11 Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30
PAWS (Praise and Worship Service) 12:30-13:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)

%+ Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
« New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
» Covenant Class (Membership Class)

0’0 .0

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
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John the Baptist
Metropolitan Museum of Art, CCO, via Wikimedia Commons
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June 4, 2023 (John 3:22-30)

We Cannot Replace Jesus ke

A. Our role is the same as John’s (22-24)

B. The mistakes we make (25-26)

C. The attitude we are aiming for (27-30)

1.1 am not the Messiah”

2. The friend who introduces the bride to the groom
(Isaiah 62:5, Ephesians 5:30-32)

3. "He must become greater; | must become less.”

Summary

Anyone who believes in Jesus has the role of preaching God’s love to
people, just like John the Baptist. We can never take Jesus’ place. We are
not saviors ourselves. If we misunderstand this point, we may become
arrogant or others may have unreasonable expectations of us. We need
each other’s presence to believe in Jesus, but our greatest joy is not so
much in being able to help each other, but in sharing the experience of
being helped by Jesus.

For Discussion

1. Have you ever been disappointed by someone who you thought would
help you?

2. How can we love people like Jesus when we can’t take Jesus’ place?

22 After this, Jesus and his disciples went out into the Judean
countryside, where he spent some time with them, and baptized. 23 Now
John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because there was plenty
of water, and people were coming and being baptized. 24 (This was
before John was put in prison.)

25 An argument developed between some of John’s disciples and a
certain Jew over the matter of ceremonial washing. 26 They came to
John and said to him, “Rabbi, that man who was with you on the other
side of the Jordan—the one you testified about—look, he is baptizing,
and everyone is going to him.”

27 To this John replied, “A person can receive only what is given them
from heaven. 28 You yourselves can testify that | said, ‘| am not the
Messiah but am sent ahead of him.” 29 The bride belongs to the
bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for
him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom’s voice. That joy is
mine, and it is now complete. 30 He must become greater; | must
become less.”

Isaiah 62:5 ---as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your God
rejoice over you.

Ephesians 5:30-32 for we are members of his body. 31 “For this reason a
man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the
two will become one flesh.” 32 This is a profound mystery—but | am
talking about Christ and the church.
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