NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father
before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His
kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the
Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He
spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life
in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>
7/2 Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30
Communion (Just after the service)

<Next week>
7/9 Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
%+ Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
«+ New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
+%+ Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
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July 2, 2023 (John 4:1-26)

Jesus Values Encountering Each Person Personally
Mari lkeda

A. God’s plan and Jesus’ journey (1-6)

B. Jesus as a person

1. He treats everyone without prejudice and discrimination (7-9)

2. He teaches us that there is an abundant way of life (10-14)

3. He shows each of us, “I know you well.” (15-18)

C. Jesus as God

1. He invites us to “the true worship” (19-24)

2. The one who explains everything to us (25-26)

Summary

Jesus knows very well the lives each of us has gone through and the problems we
are currently facing, and also knows that sometimes their weight can be
overwhelming. Jesus wants each of us to live an abundant life without being
overwhelmed, and invites us, "Believe me.” Believing in the love of Jesus is the
power that enables us to live forward without losing hope and giving up until the
very end. It’s not something we have inside of us, but it’s something God gives us
and the Holy Spirit keeps.

For Discussion

1. Share about an experience that made you realize, *Jesus really knows me.”
2. What does it mean to become “the true worshippers?

1 Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that he was gaining and
baptizing more disciples than John — 2 although in fact it was not Jesus who
baptized, but his disciples. 3 So he left Judea and went back once more to Galilee.
4 Now he had to go through Samaria. 5 So he came to a town in Samaria called
Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well
was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It
was about noon.

7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give
me a drink?” 8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan
woman said to him, “You are a Jew and | am a Samaritan woman. How can you
ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)

10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for
a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.” 11
“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where
can you get this living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave
us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?” 13
Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but
whoever drinks the water | give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water | give
them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”

15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that | won’t get thirsty and
have to keep coming here to draw water.” 16 He told her, “Go, call your husband
and come back.” 17 “I have no husband,” she replied. Jesus said to her, “You are
right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you have had five
husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just
said is quite true.”

19 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors
worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must
worship is in Jerusalem.” 21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is
coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in
Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what
we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has now
come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth,
for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his
worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”

25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he
comes, he will explain everything to us.” 26 Then Jesus declared, “l, the one
speaking to you—I am he.”
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