NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father
before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His
kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the
Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He
spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life
in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>
7/16 Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30

<Next week onwards>
7/23 Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30
(Leaders’ meeting 12:30-)

7/30 Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30
Members’ meeting “Huddle” 12:30-13:30

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
%+ Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
«+ New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
+%+ Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
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July 16, 2023 (John 4:27-42)

The Joy That Fills and Moves Our Hearts
Mari lkeda

A. The joy of being known by Jesus
1. Jesus, the common sense breaker (27)

2. We are half-convinced, but excited. (28-30)

B. The joy of working with Jesus
1. Jesus’ joy (31-34)

2. If we open our eyes, it is right in front of us. (35-36)

3. It is passed on from one person to another. (37-38)

C. The joy of knowing Jesus (39-42)

Summary

In knowing Jesus, we get to know who Jesus is, and at the same time, we
get to know that Jesus knows who we are. And we get to know the
magnitude of God’s love, by which we are made alive. Confidence in
God’s love can fill and move our hearts and fill us with joy, no matter
what our circumstances are or what our physical conditions are.
Furthermore, as we convey that joy to others, we can enjoy the joy of
working together with Jesus and sharing the role of spreading the
kingdom of God in this world.

For Discussion

I. What does verse 34, “Doing God’s will fills me” mean specifically to
us?

2. Do you have the joy of living with Jesus right now?

27 Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking
with a woman. But no one asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you
talking with her?” 28 Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back
to the town and said to the people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me
everything | ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” 30 They came out of
the town and made their way toward him.

31 Meanwhile his disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32 But he
said to them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.” 33 Then
his disciples said to each other, “Could someone have brought him
food?” 34 “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me
and to finish his work.

35 Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest’? | tell
you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. 36
Even now the one who reaps draws a wage and harvests a crop for
eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together.

37 Thus the saying ‘One sows and another reaps’ is true. 38 | sent you
to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work,
and you have reaped the benefits of their labor.”

39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the
woman’s testimony, “He told me everything | ever did.” 40 So when the
Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed
two days. 41 And because of his words many more became believers. 42
They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you
said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really
is the Savior of the world.”
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