NICENE Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father
before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was crucified for us
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again,
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. His
kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the
Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He
spoke through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life
in the world to come. Amen.

<This week>
7/30 Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30
Members’ meeting “Huddle” 12:30-13:30

<Next week>
8/6 Service (Japanese and English) 10:00-11:30
Communion (Right after the service)

<Meetings> (For more info and schedule, please talk to the leaders)
+3+ Mini-Church (Small gathering with a friendly and warm atmosphere)
«+ New Life Class (First Step to follower’s life)
++ Covenant Class (Membership Class)

<Offering> Our operating cost is covered by members’ spontaneous offerings.
We believe that offering is a part of worship and it’s a responsibility of each
believer (Malachi 3:10). It also says, “Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver (Il Cor. 9:6-7).” We don’t pass around the offering basket since we don’t
want anyone who is not able to give for some reason to feel pressure or awkward
(especially for visitors). We also would like everyone to do it

spontaneously. Please put the offerings in the box on the counter.

<ONLINE GIVING> — https://yourchurch.jp/wpe/offerings/
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July 30, 2023 (John 4:43-54)

Believing Without Seeing

Mari lkeda

A. People seek what they can see (43-45, 2:23-25)

B. Faith is believing without seeing (46-54)

1. Jesus asks us, “Do you believe without seeing?”

2. Jesus never ignores us when we ask for help

3. Even if our wishes don’t come true, Jesus’ love for us
remains the same

Summary

We often expect that God solve our problems in a supernatural way, and
end up doubting Him just because nothing supernatural happens.
However, faith is believing without seeing. It is to believe that God wiill
surely guide us in the right direction, even if the situation in front of us
does not change. God’s love for us remains the same, whether or not
something supernatural happens, whether or not it turns out the way we
wished it would.

For Discussion

1. Share your experience when God answered your prayer.

2. What should we do when God doesn’t answer our prayers and it’s
hard?

43 After the two days he left for Galilee. 44 (Now Jesus himself
had pointed out that a prophet has no honor in his own country.)
45 When he arrived in Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him. They
had seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the Passover
Festival, for they also had been there.

46 Once more he visited Cana in Galilee, where he had turned
the water into wine. And there was a certain royal official whose
son lay sick at Capernaum. 47 When this man heard that Jesus
had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and begged him
to come and heal his son, who was close to death. 48 “Unless
you people see signs and wonders,” Jesus told him, “you will
never believe.” 49 The royal official said, “Sir, come down before
my child dies.” 50 “Go,” Jesus replied, “your son will live.” The
man took Jesus at his word and departed. 51 While he was still
on the way, his servants met him with the news that his boy was
living. 52 When he inquired as to the time when his son got better,
they said to him, “Yesterday, at one in the afternoon, the fever left
him.” 53 Then the father realized that this was the exact time at
which Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” So he and his
whole household believed. 54 This was the second sign Jesus
performed after coming from Judea to Galilee.
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